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We Are Going To Send Debs To Congress! 



This week the fight starts to send Eugene 
V. Debs to congress from the Fifth Indiana 
District. The battle lines are drawn tightly 
between Socialism and capitalism in the con- 
gressional district centering about Terre Haute, 
Ind., .Debs' home town, and the fur will fly 
from now until election day in November. 
This is the first Socialist campaign in a con- 
gressional district to get under way, altho the 
comrades' on the East Side of New York City 
are already getting their plans prepared for re- 
turning our lone Socialist in congress, Meyer 
London, to Washington. Socialists in other 
congressional districts, also will soon swing 
into line.s We have just received Comrade Debs' 
letter of acceptance, in which he throws down 
the gauntlet to the enemies of progress and 
starts the fight to win this congressional 
district from the plutocracy. Debs' accepts the 
nomination in words as follows: 



LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE. 
By EUGENE V. DEBS. 

BY THE unanimous voice of my com- 
rades I have been chosen as the can- 
didate of the Socialist party for congress for 
the Fifth District of Indiana. 

When I first became a socialist and a 
member of the party it was with the deter- 
mination to serve the <&use with such zeal 
and ardor as to consume all selfish desire," 
and tc avoid even the appearance of self- 
seeking by declining to be a candidate for 
any public office. Later there came a time 
when I was made to realize that my com- 
rades had an equal voice with myself in de- 
ciding such matters and that their collective 
will was the supreme law by which the party 
was governed. I was nominated for office 
notwithstanding my protest ; and I could not 
have refused to serve under the circum- 
stances without disregarding my obligation 
to my comrades and forfeiting my allegiance 
to the party. 

* * * * 

THIS YEAR I had hoped for immunity 
anu asked the comrades in advance of their 
convention to place some other candidate in 
nomination. They did not agree with me but 
chose me as their candidate by acclamation, 
and I now accept their decision and shall 
stand as their candidate in the present cam- 
paign and eerv© the -party and the cause 
with all the strength and ability at my com- 
mand. 

I do not deem that any personal honor 
has been conferred upon me by this nomin- 
ation. The Socialist party could not nomin- 
ate one of its members for a high public 
office to honor him 'personally without dis- 
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If 




HE'S GOING TO CONGRESS! 

crediting itself. I have simply been com- 
manded by the party to perform a certain 
duty in the interest of the party and the 
cause it represents, and whatever of honor 
or dishonor may ensue will depend entirely 



upon the fidelity with which that duty is 
discharged and will be shared by the entire 
party. 

The Socialist party will be the only party 
which follow in the wake of economic ex- 
ploitation. 

♦ * » * 

THE SOCIALIST party recognizes the 
fact that there is nothing in common, be- 
tween the exploiting arid exploited classes; 
that there is in truth a conflict between 
them old as the centuries and that this con- 
flict must continue with ever-increasing edu- 
cation and organization on the part of the 
working class until they have developed the 
power, economic, political and otherwise, to 
abolish the prevailing system and establish 
the world-wide industrial democracy and 
commonwealth of comrades. 

The Socialist party voices with unrelax- 
ing devotion to its ideals and unconquerable 
faith in its mission the interests, hopes and 
aspirations of the toiling and producing 
millions and their sympathizers; it is their 
party, sprung from their loins and conse- 
crated to their cause,, and it stands uncom- 
promisingly for their education, their or- 
ganization, and their emancipation. It ap- 
peals to all workers to unite industrially and 
politically, recognize their common kinship, 
and make common cause in the great 
struggle to overthrow the system that robs 
and degrades them and win the world for 
democracy and peace, for freedom and self- 
government. It knows no race or nationality ; 
no creed, no color, no sex. It stands loyally, 
unflinchingly for equal rights, equal free- 
dom, and equal opportunity for all. 

The mission of the Socialist party is to 
destroy industrial despotism and establish 



industrial democracy; to abolish class-rule 
and inaugurate true freedom and self-gov- 
ernment; wipe out rent, interest and profit 
and produce wealth for the use of all instead 
of for the benefit of the few ; stop producing 
parasites and paupers ; grant to women all 
the rights that men have; liberate the 
children from the slave-pens in which they 
to represent the working class in this cam- 
paign. All other parties stand for the present 
system, for wage-slavery, poverty, unem- 
ployment and the whole brood of social ills 
are dwarfed, diseased and deformed ; pro- 
claim the emancipation of the toiling mas- 
ses, and make the world fit for human beings 
to live in. 

* * * * 

THE TERRIBLE war now raging in 
Europe which has transformed nation after 
nation boasting of their civilization and 
Christianity into hideous slaughter-houses, 
where millions of our brothers have turned 
brutes and been shot like dogs; where king 
and kaiser and czar rule and bureaucracy 
and aristocracy and plutocracy, all rotten to 
the core and buttressed by dead men's bones, 
are supreme; where honest toilers are fit 
only to slave in peace and die in war for the 
profit and glory of the parasites who hold 
the title-deeds to their so-called "Father- 
" land" ; where the lamentations of widows 
are borne on every breeze, where orphaned 
children by thousands are dying like insects, 
where there is wreck and ruin, desolation, 
agony, curses, misery— horrors untold and 
untellable,— all crying to heaven in the name 
of God who has been denied and blasphemed 
and m the name of humanity that has been 
betrayed and slaughtered, insulted, sold, 
spat upon, and crushed beneath the iron 
hoof of triumphant militarism— these ap- 



Fight On For Victory 



Old Parties Will Again Dodge Real Issue 



WASHINGTON.— With Roosevelt practically 
settled on as the candidate of Big Business, with 
Wilson already as good as nominated for the small 
business man, and with Allan L. Benson running in 
behalf of the working people of the United States, 
politician'!* here are settling ~ down to 'one of the 
hardest presidential campaigns in years. The "issue" 
may be preparedness — if Roosevelt has his way — 
or it rhay be "my administration" — if Wilson has 
his — but the powers that be will not let the real 
issue be discussed — poverty, wages, cost of living, 
control of government by the people. 

The candidate of the working people will have 
to fight for every vote he gets. According to old 
time political dopesters here, money is going to flow 



like water into the campaign chests of the old par- 
ties. Just who will contribute to whose campaign is 
not y«ffc decided, and from now till the conventions 
in June the secret agents of the Republican, Dem- 
ocratic and moribund Progressive outfits are hov- 
ering around in. the onln^fflLtHe .hankers, financiers 
and corporation presidents plajfing for position. 

Every indication points to eodles of cash for the 
Roosevelt war tihest. Roosevelt as the champion of 
preparedness will have, the enthnsistic support of 
the munitions millionaires who, with the close of the 
European war, must turn to the United States for 
a steady market for their products. Roosevelt will 
also have the endorsement of many of the great 
New York financial houses who have been angered 
by the stupidity of the Wilson; administration, by 



Plutes Shown Real Foes Of 
Flag As Capitalist Plot Fails 

THEY, THE "preparedness patriots" and the jingo sheet$ of capitalism, 
tried to get James H. Maurer on a charge of insulting the American 
flag, the stars and stripes. 
But, instead, all the nation now knows that it was the hired Hessians 
of the Pennsylvania plutocracy, the state constabulary that said, "To hell 
with the stars and stripes". 

Pres. Maurer of the Pennsylvania Federation of Labor, national executive 
committeeman of the Socialist Party, and Socialist member of the Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature, is one of the bitterest foes of fake preparedness in the 
land. He has exposed the jingoes be 



fore several congressional commit- 
tees, in personal conference with 
Pres. Wilson, and in speeches all 
over the country. 

PLUTE SHEETS PLOT. 

No wonder the plute sheets of 
New York began plotting against 
him when it was learned that he was 
to speak at the Labor Forum in one 
of New York City's high schools. The 
best liars were put on the job to re- 
port the speech. 

Next morning the jingo press of 
the city shrieked out the falsehood, 
and the press associations burned up 
telegraph wires all over the land 
with the barefaced lie that Maurer 
used the phrase "To hell with the 
stars and stripes".' 

Every capitalist hireling, every 
mouthpiece of the munition barons, 
grabbed at this falsehood as an op- 
portunity to discredit one of their 
staunchest foes. Richard Harding 
Davis, Master of jingo journalists, 
is reported to have died of heart fail- 
ure, in an effort to send a telegram 
to Mayor Mitchel, of New York City, 
egging on the pinhead executive of 
the nation's largest city in the heresy 
hunt. Here was an opportunity, not 
only to discredit Maurer, and Social- 
ists generally, but to close the Labor 
Forum, the only place where free- 
dom of speech is permitted in the 
public school system of New York 
City. 

But the bubble soon burst. A 
special committee of the board of 
education, appointed at the request 
of Mayor Mitchel to investigate the 
matter, found that the reports were 
untrue. A number of persons present 
at the meeting Joined in a signed 
statement showing that the state- 
ment, "To hell with the stars and 
stripes", was quoted by Maurer from 
a captain in the Pennsylvania con- 
stabulary to show the character of 
the men in that body. 

HERE'S THE TRUTH. 

The story as told by Maurer, ac- 
cording to the signed statement of 
those present was as follows: 

"A certain workingman had per- 
formed heroic services as a soldier 
in the Philippine wa', for wh:""b 
was given » nn>Ua" 



vania. He was a member of the 
miners' union. He died. The Span 
ish war veterans and the Patriotic 
Sons of America took it upon them 
selves to bury him with patriotic 
ceremony. The Mine Workers' union 
also wished to honor their fellow- 
worker and combine with them in 
a procession to the cemetery. 

"Since marching of bodies of citi- 
zens was prohibited during the strike, 
the mine workers sought and ob- 
tained a permit from the judge to 
conduct a ceremonial march. On the 
left of the hearse marched represen- 
tatives of the Spanish-American war 
veterans, carrying an American flag, 
on the other side of the hearse 
marched a delegation from the 
Patriotic Sons of America, also 
carrying a flag, and draped over the 
(coffin or hearse) was an American 
flag. The mine workers likewise car- 
ried the stars and stripes. 

"The procession was approaching 
the cemetery when a body of 
mounted constabulary came down 
the road from an opposite direction. 
The captain of the constabulary 
called to his procession to halt. He 
vociferously denied the right of the 
procession to continue on the fact 
that it was a violation of the stat- 
utes. A representative of the mine 
workers pulled out of his pocket the 
permit from the judge which gave 
them the right to march. Maurer 
then said that the captain of the 
constabulary recognized he was un- 
able to carry out his purpose, and 
angrily remarked that: 'Well, you 
are able to do it this time, but you 
will never get away with it again. 
Furl those flags. Down with them!' 
To the protest on the part of the 
two patriotic bodies that they were 
the stars and stripes, the captain 
said: 'To hell with the stars and 
stripes.' 

MAURER SHOWS SPIRIT. 
"At this point Maurer showed some 
of the indignation of the spirit of 
1776 and remarked: 'Here you have 
patriots for you on the part of the 
constabulary who represent the em- 
ploying class of the state of Pennsyl- 
vania.' Ha continued: 'It is these very 
People + hat talk to you about patriot 



its failure to intervene wholeheartedly' i in Mexico, 
by its habit of writing diplomatic notes, and by its 
distinctly reactionary tendencies. It is probable 
however, that the great capitalists will not all flock 
to Roosevelt, for Wilson has connections too im- 
portant -to be overlooked. " 

Every possible and plausible attempt will be made 
by the managers of the old party campaigns to make 
out that the honor if not the security of the nation 
is at stake, and while Roosevelt is said to be 
planning to inject a little social and' industrial 
justice into the fray, the soft pedal will.;]oe put on 
the labor question. Patriotism, American : first, de- 
fense against European aggression, Mexican reform 
— anything but the real issues, poverty and low 
wages and the growing power of wealth, 



Our comrades in the Fifth Indiana Congressional 
District, following Debs' acceptance of the nomina- 
tion for congress, immediately jumped into the 
fight to raise funds and build up weir organization 
for the campaign. 

They point out that in the recent election frauds 
at Terre Haute, Ind., all of the old parties were in- 
dicted, and that many of the crooks are now in 
prison. The Socialist Party alone has a clean 
character. 

There are about 10,000 coal miners in the 
district, many Germans, and two counties that are 
Quaker strongholds, all of whom are opposed to 
war and "preparedness". It is pointed out that 
Debs has a chance to win with a vote of 20,000. 

Comrade Debs is anxious to get into the -fights 
Local Socialists have written The American So* 
cialist that, "Debs is just as confident of victory as 
we ar.e, providing that we can get the necessary 
help. The plutes are already lining up to defeat us. 
They realize Gene's strength, and they are con- 
centrating their funds and their political crooks to 
deal a death blow to Socialism. Some of these 
crooks, out on expired terms and pardons, have been 
again placed in positions where they can do their 
dirty work for the plutes. 

"Help us meet the issue, and it will be the great- 
est victory the Socialist Party in the United States 
has ever won", say our Indiana comrades, as they 
urge that all contributions to the campaign be sent 
to the campaign treasurer, L. R. Smyrnes, ' 2301? 
North Twelfth St., Terre Haute, Indiana. 

palling, indescribable atrocities, made ghast- 
lier by the shriek and glare of the midnight 
bomb, typify our vaunted civilization and 
place international capitalism, supported by 
every political party save the Socialist party 
alone, on exhibition before the world — a 
lurid scene of crime and horror to be 
chronicled by history and handed down to 
remotest generations. 

And this is the true meaning of "pre- 
paredness" for which the ruling class, i.3 
press, its pulpit, its college professors and 
its menial hirelings and mercenaries in gen- 
eral are now clamoring in the United States. 



PREPAREDNESS is one of the cardinal 
principles of the Socialist party but it is 
diametrically opposed to the preparedness 
advocated by the organs " of predatory, 
plundering capitalism. 

The preparedness that the Socialist par- 
ty stands for is for the education and or- 
ganization of the working-class, for uni- 
versal democracy, for mutual interests and 
good will among men, for the prosperity and 
peace of all — for a free people and a happy 
world. 



Maurer Andjhe Flag 

Extract from an article in The 
American Socialist, August 14, 
1915, written by James H. Maurer. 



Today, thruout the United 
States, the American Eagle is 
screaming, capitalist statesmen are 
orating, and Tory editors are edi- 
torializing about our land of liberty 
and home of the brave; bands are 
playing the "Star-Splangled Ban- 
ner," and the American flag is 
everywhere in evidence. The same 
flag that waved over Latimer and 
Homestead, the striking miners' 
camps in Westmoreland County, 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia, 
where our brother workers, their 
wives and children were murdered. 
The same flag that waved in Calu- 
met, Michigan, and Ludlow, Colo- 
rado. The same flag that waves 
over the bastiles where many So- 
cialists and officials of our labor 
unions are incarcerated. The same 
flag that waves over the Bweat 
hells and vile, disease-breading 
tenements of our large cities. The 
same flag that waves over the 
States where the bodies of Qur 
children are ground into profit. 
The same flag that waves over the 
steel and iron infernos where more 
workers are crippled and killed in 
times of peace than in times of 
war. The flag that waves over a 
country where the workers pro- 
duce everything and own nothing, 
and the parasites who produce 
nothing own everything. The flag 
under which the honest and in- 
dustrious suffer and starve, while 
the unscrupulous idlers revel in 
luxury. The flag that is used by 
the human vultures to hide their 
hypocrisy. 

I am an American, and * the 
American flag is our flag, born 
from the womb of the American 
Revolution and baptized in the 
blood of our fathers, that we, their 
children, might be free men and 
women. 

And I deny any one, or any 
combination of despots, the right 
to use it as a cloak to defeat the 
very purpose for which it was 
born. 
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hand they allow the constabulary to 
perform an act just like I described, 
and no protest is ever raised. Do you 
know wiien these preparedness freaks 
ask me where my patriotism stands, 
in the face of the story that I just 
told you, I feel like telling them to go 
to hell." 

The names signed to the statement 
include Helen Marot of the Woman's 
Trade Union league and Carl Beck, 
manager of The Labor Forum. 



GAYLOKD IN WASHINGTON MAY 
WIN SEAT IN CONGRESS. 

WASHINGTON.— A Socialist is in 
Washington, pleading for justice be- 
fore a committee of the House. This 
Socialist is Winfield R. Gaylord, and 
he is contesting for the seat now held 
by Representative William J. Cary, 
member from the fourth Wisconsin 
district. Gaylord charges Cary with 
having violated the federal and state 
corrupt practices acts and of having 
received illegal votes. 

Cary is a Republican and the com- 
mittee before which the case is tried 
is under Democratic control, so it is 
quite possible that Cary will be 
thrown out and Gaylord thrown in — 
for political reasons. 

The violations of the corrupt 
practices act are claimed to be shown 
by the sworn statements filed by Mr. 
Cary at Madison and at Washington, 
which show the same figures in the 
footing of total expenditures, but 
which do not add up alike, and which 
differ as to the items. Moreover these 
statements prove the circulation of 
printed matter in violation of the 
Wisconsin act, in the case' of the 
"National 'Issue." Also the total of 
all items of expenditure admitted by 
Mr. Gary exceeds the limit set by the 
Wisconsin law. 

The introduction of a private pen* 
sion bill by Mr. Cary during the ses- 
sion in 1914, just previous to the Wis- 
consin primary, in consideration for 
which the president of the. Milwaukee 
Popular Government League claims 
that that organization supported Mr. 
Cary in the primary, is a violation of 
a federal statute whicb forbids a 
member of congress the use of his 
official position for any sweh purpose. 

The contestant also claims to have 
shown the use of money in connection 
with the Soldiers' Home vote at Mil- 
waukee, foi the benefit of Mr. Cary 
and thru an agent of his among the 
old soldiers. A confession was secured 
by detectives from the man who 
claimed that he handled Cary's cam- 
paign. This confession was put into 
writing and established by reputable* 
witnesses. 

The illegal assistance of voters in 
five precincts of the fourth district, 
by the presence of but one election 
official when the law expressly says 
that there shall be two; irregularities 
and illegalities in the counting and 
tabulating of the vote by election of- 
ficials, in violation of provisions made 
for the purpose of preventing fraud 
in elections; illegal voting by incom- 
petent voters, and incompetent elec- 
tion officials in these precincts, are 
all shown by the recorded testimony. 

The throwing out of the vote in 
these precincts, on the ground that 
the election there was entirely 
vitiated by these illegalities, would 
change the result of the election and 
give Mr. Gaylord a plurality of 281 
legal votes. 



Win The Henry Dubbs For Socialism! 



THE HENRY Dubbs are 
waking up! That was the 
only conclusion anyone could 
reach after reading The Amer- 
ican Socialist last week. Look 
at the big victory in Milwaukee 
— a Socialist mayor elected in 
spite of the combined opposi- 
tion. The exploiters are stunned. 
They thought Socialism would 
never come back in Milwaukee. 
It came back! 

Look at what happened in 
Chicago. The Socialist vote in- 
creased 35 per cent in the alder- 
manic elections. The two Chi- 
cago Socialist aldermen got a 
better grip on their seats in the 
city council chambers while 
awaiting reinforcements which 
will surely come to them in the 
elections next year. 

Read Debs' letter on this page 
accepting the nomination for 
congress in the Fifth Indiana 
district. DEBS IS GOING TO 
CONGRESS ! 

Word comes from New York 
City that Meyer London is 
going to be re-elected by an 
overwhelming vote. 

■* * * * 

THE BIG question now is — 



Industrial organization is the alpha- 
bet of industrial democracy. 

It is possible that your neighbor 
would read this paper as you do if he 
knew about it. Suppose you hand him 
this copy and ask him how he likes it. 

The world is still waiting for the 
working class to come of age. 

There are millions and millions of 
graft in jingo patriotism. Take that 
out and jingoism is as dead as a 
mummy. 



If you would count in the world 
you must find your place in the 
struggle of the world's workers and 
do your part to win the world for 
humanity. 



If the miners and railroaders can 
industrialize their organizations and 
unite their forces in this country they 
will be the most powerful aggregation 
of organized workers in the world* 



"What are you doing in this big 
fight for Socialism, this big 
struggle that leaves no human 
being untouched in all the land ? 

A big job is ready for you 
right now! Your help is needed 
now in the distribution of the 
HENRY DUBB EDITION of 
The American Socialist. It will 
be out next week. Remember 
our slogan for this edition, 
"ONE MILLION HENRY 
DUBBS MUST READ THE 
HENRY DUBB EDITION". 

Debs has written something 
about Henry Dubb for this edi- 
tion. We have already received 
a host of other contributions. 
There will be Henry Dubb car- 
toons galore — the best that 
Ryan Walker has ever drawn, 

and you know Ryan. 

* * * « 

NEVER before was the mes- 
sage of Socialism, our message, 
set forth so clearly, and from so 
many diverse viewpoints as is 
being incorporated in the 
HENRY DUBB EDITION of 
The American Socialist. 

There is not a worker so 



ignorant as to be unable to 
grasp the hopeful, encouraging 
and inspiring message of Social- 
ism that will be presented in 
this issue. Every copy of this 
edition will make a convert. 
And it costs only half a cent a 
copy. You can make 1,000 
converts to Socialism for $5. 
And don't stop with that! No 
quantity is too large or too 
small for us to send you. Decide 
now how many Henry Dubbs 
there are in your town that 
ought to be reached with this 
edition. Then fill out the at- 
tached coupon and mail today. 
Don't wait! Capitalism doesn't 
wait! Do your duty now. Don't 
let the comrades in Terre Haute, 
Ind., Milwaukee, Chicago and 
New York do it all. Get the 
Henry Dubbs to read the HEN- 
RY DUBB EDITION. They 
will then shake you by the hand 
and change their names to 
Henry Ex-Dubb. 

Here is the blank showing 
our three popular plans for 
circulating this edition: 



Henry Dubb Edition Order Blank 

(DATED SATURDAY, APRIL 29th) 

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, 

803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 
I'm witlKyou in your campaign to 'get one million Henry Dubbs to 
read the HENRY DUBB EDITION of The American Socialist. 
I am enclosing $ to pay for the following: 

PLAN NO. ONE. 

copies of the HENRY DUBB EDITION to be sent to 

the address below at the rate of one half cent a copy. 

PLAN NO. TWO. 

copies of the HENRY DUBB EDITION to be sent to 

the list of names and addresses enclosed at the rate of three-fourths of 
a cent a "copy. 

PLAN NO. THREE. 

copies of the HENR*Y DUBB EDITION to be 

distributed by The American Socialist's volunteers where they will do 
the most good. 
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ADDRESS 



CITY STATE 

NOTE. — Fill in the above carefully and mail at once. 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 1916. 




Here is all the week's news worth 
while boiled down for workers so busy 
fighting for Socialism they do not hare 
time to read the daily capitalist papers. 



MONDAY, APRIL 10. 

Carranza troops ready to take up task of 
catching Vitl.t if United State* soldiers with- 
draw from Mexico; no denial from Washing- 
ton that protocol contains limit to territory 
in which American troops may advance. 

French, after Iosr of 500 yards near Dead 
Man's Hill, hold Verdun tines under greatest 
attack in history; one day's losses larger than 
total of those at Gettysburg or Waterloo. 
TUESDAY, APRIL 11. 

Carranza aids claim to have located Villa; 
pursuit ot bandit near end; Pershing refuses 
to believe him dead; reports from many 
sources indicate Pancho is either dead or 
cannot survive wound. 

French retake trenches won by Germans 
between Douaumont and Vaux after terrific 
battle; Germans fighting hard for possession 
of Dead Man's Hill. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL IS. 

Americans reported killed near Guaymas, 
Mexico; United States warship sent to scene; 
Villa force raids and loots two towns north 
of I'ershing's position. 

Report Pres. Wilson intends to stand by 
Brandeis for associate Justice of U. S. 
supreme court in gpite of senate opposition. 
THURSDAY, APRIL 13. 

Roosevelt puts self on record in favor of 
upward revision of tariff, "to protect country 
from Europe after the war", he says. 

American soldiers, claiming they were at- 
tacked by Mexicans at Parral, Mexico, start 
fight in which one American and large num- 
ber of Mexicans are killed. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 14. 

German cannon continue pounding French 
lines at Verdun, but only infantry attack is 
repulsed; Wilson plans to send "ultimatum" 
to Germany on submarine issue but without 
time limit. 

Mexico demands that United States limit 
punitive expedition to 1,000 cavalry; Wlson 
refuses to order recall of U. S. troops. 
SATURDAY, APRIL 15. 

Two new submarine attacks reported while 
Pres. Wilson works on "ultimatum" to Ger- 
many. 

Pres. Wilson ready to discuss with Car- 
ranza question of limiting Villa hunt and 
eventual withdrawal. 

Chicago Tribune declares Hughes leads 
lioosevelt in poll of editors in middle west. 
SUNDAY, APRIL 16. 

Russia O. K.'s plan for sending food into 
Poland. 

Declare body of Villa has been dug up 
out of two weeks* old grave and will be 
taken immediately to Chihuahua. 

Maj. Tompkins written report to Gen. 
Funston on the fight at Parral declares 
American troops were deliberately ambushed 
bv Mexicans. 



The Road To Power. 

MANY thousands of Kautsky's 
great book, "The Road to 
Power," have been sold. The 
original price was 25c per copy. 
We bought a lot at a cheap price 
and can let you have them at 10 
cents each. This is a classic and 
should be read by every Socialist. 
Ordar now. — Socialist Party, 803 
W. Madison St., Chicago. 



How To Become 
Naturalized. 

THE National Office publishes 
the best booklet of information 
on Naturalization. You need it to 
instruct that friend or relation who 
is about to undergo the examina- 
tion. Price only 10 cents. — Social- 
ist Party, 803 W. Madison St., Chi- 
cago. 



The Carpenter And 
The Rich Man. 

A FEW copies of this book left. 
This was a regular dollar 
book, but we will send you one or 
more copies at the price of 60 cents, 
postage paid. — Socialist Party, 803 
W. Madison St., Chicago. 



00K - KEEPER 
WANTED 

for National Office. 

Qualified book-keeper wanted. 
Socialist only. State experience 
and references, and how long have 
worked at this kind of employ- 
ment. 

WALTER LANFERSIEK 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 



THE WARREN BILL 

The humorous, sarcastic bin 
drafted by Fred Warren against 
those who are howling for war is 
now being offered by the National 
Office. 

Warren has used this in many 
speeches, and it makes a hit 
wherever it is read. It hits the 
war jingoes in their most vulner- 
able spot, and the point can be 
seen by even the dullest mind. 
Be sure to order a thousand. 
PRICES 
10c per 100, prepaid 
75c per 1000, prepaid 
50c per 1000 for 10,000 and up. 

SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 WEST MADISON ST. 
CHICAGO. 



Gompers Not Phased By Facts 
As He Opposes Insurance Bill 

By LUCIEN SAINT. 

WASHINGTON.— For six solid hours President Gompers of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor denounced the London social insurance 
bill before the House committee of labor. Gompers not only opposed 
social insurance as a principle, but he opposed even such an investigation 
of it as is called for in London's measure. Alone and oratorically he fought 
against progress as represented by the proposal of the Socialist Congress- 
man. . , . 

"Bugologists" was the word of denunciation used by Gompers m his 
scathing criticism of the economists who had appeared before the same 
committee a few days before to support the bill. Among these economists 
were Dr. Irving Fisher of Yale, President of the American Association for 
Labor Legislation; Prof. Chamberlain of Columbia; N. I. Stone, and Dr. I. 
M. Rubinow. "Scientific hamfatters" was another choice term used by 
Gompers to define the friends of the London bill. Socialists he described as 
"barnacles on the ship of progress." 

London confronted Gompers with the report of the Walsh Industrial 
Relations Commission, signed by John B. Lennon of the A. F. of L., as well 
as by James O'Connell, of the same institution, who recommended social 
insurance. 

CONTINUES DIATRIBE AGAINST SOCIALIST MEASURE. 

This failed to phase Gompers, and he continued his diatribe. Those who 
listened to it marvelled at the energy of the man who could talk so long 
and so hard against a measure looking toward benefitting the class which 
he was supposed to plead for. In the course of his address, Gompers 
endeavored to show that wages, hours of employment, and conditions of 
labor have improved by leaps and bounds during the last few years. He 
showed that prices had declined, and in general gave the impression that 
he knew very little about the real facts in the industrial situation. 

The House Labor Committee inclines to favor the London bill and will 
probably report it to the House, but no one dares to predict passage of this 
measure thru the House at this session, for there is too much preparedness 
in the air. 

WANT BIG ARMY IN MEXICO. 

i UjBf HAT WE must do is to send a big army into Mexico, shoot 
UU down the bandits, restore law and order and pacify the place 
W W completely," declared a high army officer in private conversation 
the other day. "Villa can't run a government; Carranza is insincere, and 
Zapata is the only man who is breaking up the land and giving it back to 

the people. Zapata is a cast-iron " 

This expresses the attitude of capitalists towards Mexico and the 
problems of the Mexican people. It comes straight from headquarters in 
the War Department, and reflects the opinions of the leading officers of the 
United States army — the men who, more than Wilson probably, will make 
intervention necessary and "practical." 

As I have already stated, Wilson does not want intervention, and is 
doing his utmost to prevent it. He yielded, however, when he took Vera 
Cruz, and he again yielded when he ordered the punitive expedition over 
the line. With United States soldiers hundreds of miles below the border 
hunting an elusive bandit, with all sorts of ambushes awaiting the most 
vigilent eyes, every day increases the possibility of a disaster which would 
raise a loud popular outcry for revenge and for cleaning up the peons — 
just as Cuba and the Philippines were cleaned up ten years ago, with sword 
and fire and gun. 

IF WILSON PLAYS THE GAME. 
If Wilson plays the game as the big capitalists want him to play it, 
he will issue a call for half a million volunteers, order the militia to the 
border, and insure his own re-election by starting a magnificent campaign 
to pacify Mexico. Everybody knows, however, that such a campaign would 
bring all the factions in Mexico together against the Americans and that 
the, task would last for years at a cost in blood and money almost beyond 
reckoning. 

Foreign complications and the good old Monroe doctrine will unquest- 
ionably enter into the situation. If misrule and disorder continues in Mexico 
after the close of the European war, at least one European power is pre- 
pared to use the strong mailed fist and clean the country up so that business 
may go on as usual. The American State Department knows that one of 
the belligerents whose capitalists have large investments in Mexico is ready 
to step in where we hesitate, and this fact may prove to be the deciding 
factor in the situation. 

The U. S. troops are' below the border to stay. 

FIND SUBSTITUTE FOR WAR. 

A STRONG Plea for international organization to offset national mil- 
itarism was the feature of remarks of Arthur Deerin Call, secretary 
of the American Peace Society, speaking before the Naval Affairs 
Committee of the House recently. Call's adddrcss failed to receive space in 
the newspapers. 

"We must fashion a substitute for war," declared Mr. Call. "We must 
redefine patriotism. We must substitute justice lor force. Somehow or other 
we must form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic 
tranquility, promote the general welfare, and provide for the common de- 
fense. Your help is needed." 

Call disclosed some unwritten history of diplomacy when he related 
how, in January, 1914, the minister of foreign affairs of one of the great 
European states was approached and agreed that the time had come for 
the creation of an international court of arbitral justice. "That minister 
of foreign affairs," said Mr. Call, "was the representative of one of nine 
nations, every one of which had agreed to the proposition that the court 
ought to be set up — every one of them — and there was every prospect that 
in the month of August, 1914, those nations would meet — in the month of 
August, mind you, 1914." • 

EXPERTS PREFER BATTLESHIPS. 

"One of the most tragic events in history to me is that the writing of 
the letter by Count Berchtold, July 23, 1914, could not have been deferred 
90 days. 

"While I am forbidden to amplify the significance of this statement 
more in detail," Mr. Call went on, "I am not forbidden the privilege of 
prophesying that when once this war is over, the duty of every intelligent 
American will be clear. That duty will be to lend every ounce of his support 
to the greater perfection of the congress and court of nations, existing there 
in embryo, so to speak, in the Third Hague Conference that is to be." 

The Naval Affairs committee, however, was not particularly interested 
in what the Secretary of the Peace Society had to say about arbitration or 
international justice by means of a court.. That is to say, acting in their 
capacity as naval experts, they preferred battleships to courts of justice, 
partly, no doubt, because courts of justice in the past have proved less 
effective than battleships. 

MONEY WINS PUBLIC OPINION. 

THAT THE cleverly handled and highly subsidized publicity of the 
railroads is gradually winning public opinion away from the demands 
of 400,000 men for an eight hour day is the opinion of those who are in 
close touch with the situation here. Government officials, possible arbitrators 
in case of a strike, together with the misinformed or corrupt press are all 
being swayed toward the side of the carriers as a result of the doping of 
the news, now in progress. 

How much the railroads are spending in their publicity campaign is 
not known here, but it is a sum vast enough to pay the annual wages of 
thousands of employes. One edition of a bulletin, for example, is known to 
have been circulated to the extent of 250,000 copies. < Highly paid press 
agents report daily to the central offices of the railroads in New York. 
One nationally famous college professor is said to have received more than 
a year's salary for preparing and signing a single article for general cir- 
culation in the newspapers purporting to give an accurate and impartial 
review of the case. 

CAN'T COMPETE WITH MONEY. 
While it is true that the railroad brotherhoods have a publicity organiza- 
tion of their own, nevertheless with their limited funds it is impossible 
for them to make anything like the showing which the carriers are making. 
The newspapers as a rule are fighting extremely shy of giving space to the 
statements of the brotherhoods, and of course the brotherhoods can not put 
leading economists and literary men on their payroll. 

The object of the railroads in this publicity campaign is twofold: first, 
they desire to create a body of public opinion favorable to their interests? 
and, second, they believe that by diligently shelling out ton loads of 
statistics, they can confuse the average reader and make him think jthat the 
case is too complicated for him to understand. But perusal of the men's 
literature should dispel that notion. The men want an eight hour day, and 
all efforts of the carriers to make it seem that they do not want an eight 
hour day are misleading and beside the point. 

Friends of the brotherhoods in Washington are advising the public to 
suspend judgment and not to believe everything they see in the papers. 



As evidence of the cyclonic rate 
at which the people of the black land 
belt of Central Texas are becoming 
adherents of the principles of Social- 
ism, Oliver Williams, Socialist; was, 
on April 4, elected city marshal of 
Eddy, Texas, against four other can- 
didates. Williams was an easy win- 
ner, lacking only four votes of getting 
a clear majority. He will be the 
second Socialist to serve the city, A. 
L. Harris, another comrade, having 
been elected on the board of alder- 
men two years ago. 



"GUN TOTING" 



By KATE RICHARDS O'HARE. 



Working Girls Starve On 33 
Cents Worth Of Food Per Day 

GREED HAS received another jolt. Two women in Chicago, women of 
great riches, after trying to prove that working girls c6uld live on 
33 cents worth of food a day, have quit. They agree that working 
girls can only starve on 33 cents worth of food a day. Read this story. 

Mrs. L. Brackett Bishop is once more anchored in comfort at the Chicago 
Beach hotel — much wiser from a week's excursion into the haunts of the 
working girl. Among other things, she has changed her mind about the 
"deliciously satisfying 33 cent meals." Under present conditions, the 
appetites of working girls require an' 



Complete returns from the election 

of April 2, in the Argentine Republic 
for half the total membership of the 
Chamber cf Deputies show a victory 
for the Radicals. Twenty-seven 
Radicals have been elected, seventeen 
Conservatives, ten Democrats, four 
Radical-Dissidents and three Social- 
ists. The Electoral College will meet 
in June to designate a President to 
succeed Dr. Victoriana de la Plaza. 
No party will have a majority in the 
Electoral College, so the election will 
be closely contested. The radicals 
will have 136 votes, the Conservatives 
G9, the Democrats 62, the Radical- 
Dissidents 19 and the Socialists 14. 
A majority of the votes is necessary 
for election. 



Oil Creek, Pa., has arrived on the 

map, the said town reporting a spe- 
cial election in which three School 
Board members and five other city 
officials were chosen. It is reasonable 
to assume that Oil Creek is not own- 
ed by John D. 



THE TENDENCY of the~"very 
good" and "very patriotic" 
people to sneer and call harsh 
names those of us who do not agree 
with President Wilson and the 
"armament trust" on the "prepared- 
ness program" does not hurt my feel- 
ings in the least for I became immune 
to such attacks in my early youth. 

I chanced to be raised in Western 
Kansas and my childhood was spent 
in a community where "shooting 
irons" were considered as necessary 
part of a man's attire as trousers. 
Some of the earliest memories of my 
life are of the frightful tragedies and 
wanton bloodshed caused by the 
custom of "gun toting". My grand- 
father was a judge and many of the 
murder triajs were held in our hay 
barn or on the buffalograss covered 
yard of our home. As I remember the 
testimony at these cases usually ran 
something like this: "Jim made a 
pass and Bill got the drop on him and 
— " then followed the grim story of 
another wanton taking of a human 
life. 

* * * * 

PERHAPS because my grandfather 
came in such direct contact with the 
sorrow, shame and misery caused by 
preparedness in the form of "gun 
toting" he became its bitter opponent. 
My father took the same position 
possibly because brawls, serious 
shooting scrapes and sometimes 
murders were a common occurence 
among his employes. Every epithet 
and sneer that is now hurled at those 
of us who believe that there is a 
more sane, humane and ethical 
method of settling disputes than by 
killing, was heaped upon my father, 
grandfather and upon us children as 
well. All the names that we are called 
because we are pacifists are old and 
threadbare to me, mollycoddle, tender- 
foot, traitor and coward lost their 
sting for me long ago. 

Then as now the supporters of 
"preparedness" were the men who 
sold guns and ammunition, lawyers 
who fattened on murder trials, under- 
takers who buried the dead, editors 
and ministers of "THE PRINCE OF 
PEACE" who drew their stipend from 
the aforesaid business interests and 
weak spined men who lacked the 
courage to face sneers and ridicule. 

When the fight was made in the 
state legislature of Kansas for an ef- 
fective law against "gun toting" 
every argument now brought forth by 
the advocates of "preparedness" was 
used to defeat the legislation. The 
same kind of people who now demand 
"the biggest , army and the biggest 
navy on earth", and loudly shout that 
armed force can alone gain for us the 
respect of other nations and peace 
and security at home, shouted just 
as loudly thirty years ago that the 
only way to have a safe and law 
abiding community was for every man 
to carry the biggest gun and have the 
quickest trigger finger. 

* * * * 

WHEN THE law against "gun tot 
ing" was finally enacted the wail that 
Kansas was ruined; that anarchy 
would run riot and chaos reign; that 
other states would cease to respect 
us; that red blooded men would shun 
us and that "capital" would be with- 
drawn from our mollycoddle midst 
went up from the throats of those 
who profited by "gun toting". The 
lives of my father and grandfather 
and others who worked for the law 
were threatened and we children were 
subjected to social ostracism. How> 
ever our victory came when "economic 
determinism" stepped in. My father 
was an employer of labor and he is 
sued an edict that no cowpuncher 
should ride his range and no man 
work with his threshing crews who 
carried a gun. When the brave and 
dashing fire eater's "grubstake" ran 
low and he needed work, he became 
as meek as a lamb and shed his 
"shooting irons" in a jiffy to get a 
job. 

Something more than thirty years 
have passed since Kansas hung her 
guns on the wall to rust and not one 
of the things so direfully predicted 
by the desciples of "preparedness" 
have come to pass, but quite the op- 
posite is true. Kansas has grown fat 
and smug in her peaceful prosperity. 
Educated, cultured men have replaced 
the "bad man" of other days and the 
music of Wagner and Handel has 
taken the place of the pop of the 
"gun toter's" pistol. The county in 
which I was raised has not had a 
murder in twenty years; the bridge 
from which I saw as a child the bodies 
of three murderers swinging after a 
mob had done its work is now within 
the Chautauqua grounds and the only 
deadly weapons in that community 
are automobiles. 

If individual "gun toting" was 
stupid, useless and . the cause of blood- 
shed, crime and misery; if Kansas is 
infinitely happier, more prosperous 
and respected when her citizens 
depend on law enforcement instead 
of private armament, is it not quite 
logical that the same rule applies to 
national and international relations? 



The California Building Trades 
Council, at its recent convention, de 
clined to enlist in the movement to 
establish a Labor party in that State 
The majority opinion was that such 
a movement could best be formed out 
side and independent of the trade 
unions and in localities where there 
is a demand for such a party. The 
proposition hast been discussed for 
some time in some of the cities. 



outlay of more than 33 cents a day 
for nourishment, she believes. 

She admits getting a feeling that 
it was an awful bother to eat. And 
she lost her appetite for the working 
girl's bill of fare before the week was 
up. 

HER VIEWS AFTER TRIAL. 

This is Mrs. Bishop's statement of 
the result of her week's investiga- 
tion: 

The tremendous maelstrom, the 
undertow of human needs — inadequa- 
tely provided for by our civilization 
— is an awful thing when it has a 
grip upon you. I wonder how girls 
keep alive under these conditions. 
There is no healing in any intelli- 
gence for it — but all must get back 
to fundamental principles of old 
mother nature. Altho nothing of- 
fended me in the places where girls 
ate their meals, the food did not come 
up to my expectations. 'I want noth- 
ing to eat today,' was the way I felt. 
'The flavor of home bread and 



subject. In, the Normal Schools of 
Tennessee and Virginia, the entire 
school suspended lessons for a period 
in order to adjourn to the chapel to 
listen to the address. 

In many other instances all of the 
classes in economics for one or two 
days were turned over to the lecturer. 

John Spargo has just completed 
another exceedingly successful trip 
among the colleges in New England 
where he has spoken at Harvard, 
Yale, Springfield, Amherst, Dart- 
mouth, Tufts, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, Wellesley, Brown, 
Berkeley Divinity, and Clark, before 
between five and six thousand stu- 
dents. 

Rose Pastor Stokes has also just 
rounded up her Middle Western trip. 
She addressed enthusiastic audiences 
at Oberlin, Ohio State, Ohio Wesley- 
an, University of Illinois, University 
of Michigan, Albion and other insti- 
tutions. 

New Chapters are continually being 
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nourishment for the soul as in a 
home. Food cooked in large quantities 
also is never quite the same as at 
home. I had no zest for eating — at all. 
After the first day or two I lost my 
appetite. 

GOING OUT A NUISANCE. 

"There is too much of war made of 
life when n girl has only 33 cents a 
day to spend for her meals. Then the 
going out to restaurants makes it too 
much of a bother to eat." 

Mrs. Bishop told about trying to 
eat breakfast at six o'clock in the 
morning in a lunch room where men 
bought nothing but coffee and rolls. 

"They ate as if they were machin- 
es", she said, "in feverish haste to 
be off to the morning's work at the 
office. These men who should be heads 
of homes and the wives who would 
be the hearts of homes are widely 
separated. 

HAVE TIME FOR FAMILY. 

"Under sane conditions a normal 
man should be able to earn a living 
and have time for his family, his 
country, and to be a citizen. But now 
they go to work early in the morn- 
ing and have* no time to be men and 
women, a? their wages are not enough 
to keep the machinery going. We are 
flying in the face of a tremendous 
force. The result is chaos." 

Miss Mary Campbell, companion to 
Mrs. Bishop in her experiment, made 
some independent investigations about 
the cost of food. She says she found 
that: 

At the Y. M. C. A. centers in Chi- 
cago men earning $12.50 a week or 
thereabouts spend an average of from 
50 to 70 cents a day for food. 

The young women's boarding home 
of the Salvation army reports that 
it costs 40 cents a day at wholesale 
prices to feed each girl in the insti- 
tution. The Salvation army makes an 
art of purchasing. 

The municipal tuberculosis sanitar- 
ium spends $3.50 to $4.50 a week for 
food for each patient — 50 to 65 cents 
a day. 

At the Naperville sanitarium the 
allowance is 43 cents a day, whole- 
sale. 

Oak Forest spends $6 a week or 
82 cents a day. 

At the Y. W. C. A. the rule is 85 
cents a day — 25 cents each for break- 
fast and luncheon, and 35 cents for 
dinner. 

TO KEEP RECORDS. 

"The Jewish Home for the Friend- 
less, the Sarah Hackett Stevenson 
Memorial lodging house, and other 
institutions have promised to keep a 
record of their cost," said Miss Camp- 
bell, "but I guess this is enough to 
show that 33 cents a day will not 
solve the food problem. 

"I don't wonder that working girls 
have been expressing their indigna- 
tion in letters." 

Neither do we wonder. 



Ground has been purchased and 
work will soon commence on a build- 
ing at Butte, Mont., which will be oc* 
cupied exclusively by the Butte So- 
cialist Publishing company and the 
state and local organizations of the 
Socialist party. The new location is 
on Harrison avenue convenient to the 
street car line, and in the center of 
the rapidly growing business and 
residence district of the south side. 
Plans for the building which are now 
being drawn call for a structure that 
will be suitable and permanent foi 
the purpose of the Socialist party of 
Montana, which is now experiencing 
4 rapid and healthy growth. 



Literature concerning the Society 
may be obtained from the Inter- 
collegiate Socialist Society, 70 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. 



Preparedness and Labor 
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men. How much worse is it when 
President Wilson completely forgets 
his platform, while the colonel, in- 
stead of calling his opponent to time, 
and flaunting his own platform, takes 
the occasion to also creep under 
cover. 

In the words of the Dutch states- 
man, "the new freedom" and "social 
justice" are "controversial" when it 
is necessary to put them into practice. 

How mightily brave are the spokes- 
men for the old parties when words 
only are sought and how sublimely 
courageous when deeds are not asked 
for. And how woefully weak when 
action is wanted! 

Again, what a poor equipment in 
the way of a bag of tricks does the 
average old party politician carry. 
After all these years, during which 
revolution has paced revolution in the 
industrial world, we find our leading 
politicians offering us the obsolete 
devices that belong to the age of 
hand tools and tallow lights. And 
we are expected to "fall" for them. 
* * * * 

BUT IT is not at all certain that 
labor will stand aside willingly and 
accept the black bread doled out to 
it by the old parties. Labor is not 
without its own voice and its own 
purposes. 

The actual attitude of the working 
people is anything but what should 
reassure the old parties that they 
can use the blind of preparedness to 
keep labor in the dark as to its in- 
terests. Labor is sticking to its 1 
demand for governmental protection 
and will stick to it. And it might go 
the old parties one better and declare 
that the profits of capital are really 
"controversial." 



Significant Silence. 



By JOSEPH E. COHEN. 

N THE Dutch parliament the 
other day the question of being in- 
volved zn the war was seriously 
discussed. Possibly it was discussed 
more seriously than before. It was 
also made very plain what a really 
serious discussion amounts to. 

Pending in the parliament is a bill 
to establish old age pensions. In con- 
sidering the military crisis, a deputy 
arose to ask that this bill be stricken 
from the government's program on 
the plea that it is "controversial" and 
that it broke the unity "necessary in 
these times when dangers are threat- 
ening the country. ' 

Thanks to the intervention of the 
president of the chamber, the bill 
was not withdrawn. The vote in favor 
of keeping it on the calendar passed 
by a vote of 51 to 41. 

AFTER SUCH an assurance from 
the president, this might be called 
quite a close shave. If danger were 
more threatening mince meat would 
be made of labor legislation in Hol- 
land on the basis of this test vote. 
Moreover, Holland has done no worse 
than the European countries now en- 
gaged in war when it came to the 
question of helping labor. 

Aside from the many economic 
causes of the war there were several 
social ones. Not the least of these 
was the mutinous condition of the 
labor army with various countries 
prior to the outbreak of hostilities. 
While it is stretching the argument 
to claim that the war was started to 
smother this growing labor discon- 
tent, it is not beside the mark to set 
forth the actual situation and show 
how the war temporarily eclipsed 
domestic troubles. 

The instance in Holland is a clear- 
cut one for this purpose. 

* * * * 

( OLD AGE pensions became "con- 
troversial" when domestic tranquility 
is needed. Thru what barbed wire 
entanglements do the ruling classes 
have to stumble to find reasons for 
keeping labor in its present helpless- 
ness! 

War times are fat times for cap- 
ital. Trade is brisk, prices soar, idle 
money is gobbled up by the govern- 
ment. Inferior goods find a market, 
there is a ready sale for stores of 
commodities that have been glutting 
the warehouses, the rate of interest 
rises. To say that capital has a better 
time of it in war is by no means 
"controversial." 

Nor is it "controversial" to say, 
likewise, that labor has a worse time 
of it. The actual fighting, the hard- 
ships for those left behind, the re- 
turn less able to eke out an existence 
in readjusted working conditions and 
under heavier taxation, all these and 
many more facts serve to make the 
lot of the workers harder during and 
after war. 

So true is this, so entirely beyond 
the pale of "controversy," that a 



SOUTH FOR SOCIALISM. 

That the students of the southern 
colleges are at last taking an interest 
in Socialism is shown by the trip just 
completed by Harry W. Laidler, Or- 
ganizing Secretary of the Intercolle 
giate Socialist Society, thru Virginia, 
North and South Carolina, Georgia 
and Tennessee. 

During this trip— the first ever 
conducted by a Socialist in the col- 
leges of these states — Mr. Laidler . . , 
addressed over 6,000 students; spoke j healthy minority of the Dutch parha 
before nine entire college bodies a t!™ent rightly consider helping labor 
chapel exercises; discussed Socialism i wh « n war threatens as being Contro- 
in two dozen economics and sociology versial. 

classes, and organized Chapters for I _ 0nl y because we, as Americans, 



the study of Socialism in the Uni 
versities of Virginia, North and 
South Carolina, Washington and Lee, 
John Hopkins, Emory and Henry, 
East and Middle Tennessee Normal 
and Randolph Macon. 

"There are thousands of eager 
idealists in the southern universities," 
Mr. Laidler declared, "who are 
realizing the great inequality of op- 
portunity in our national life and 
who are seeking the way out. The 
absence of contact of these students 
with our large cities, the pitifully 
small college libraries, especially as 
regards the modern economic pro- 
blems, the imminence of the race 
problem and the general conservatism 
of the South, have up to the present 
time prevented any great interest in 
the subject of international Socialism 
among these students. In practically 
every place, however, where I spoke, 
after some of the misunderstandings 
concerning Socialism were eliminated, 
I found a keen and sympathetic in- 
terest in the mass movement for in- 
dustrial democracy and I have no 
doubt that once the* movement secures 
momentum, some splendid results 
will be obtained." 

In one of the agricultural colleges 
the drill period was suspended in 
order to hear a talk on Socialism and 
600 students in military uniform gave 
earnest attention for an hoar to this 



Here is a letter sent by Eugene 
V. Debs to the editor of The 
Terre Haute, Ind., Star pointing 
out the silence of the capitalist 
news agencies concerning the 
victory of the Milwaukee Social- 
ists over the combined opposition. 
Certainly, if Comrade Debs, busy 
as he is, has the time to write a 
letter of protest to his local 
paper, at least one Socialist in 
every city, town and hamlet in 
the nation should also be able to 
find the time to write a similar 
letter of protest to his local 
paper. Here is what Debs wrote: 

EDITOR STAR:— Please allow me 
space enough to call the attention of 
your readers to a matter of news 
which has not been reported in the 
press dispatches. Last Tuesday a 
municipal election was held in Mil- 
waukee that was unprecedented for 
the bitterness with which it was con- 
tested, and politicians of all parties 
thruout the country watched eagerly 
for the outcome. The republicans, 
democrats and progressives had all 
combined in a "nonpartisan" party to 
beat the socialists. 

Did they succeed? The absolute 
silence of the press dispatches is 
sufficient answer. The socialists 
"cleaned" the entire combination, 
electing Daniel A. Hoan the socialist 
candidate for mayor by some four 
thousand majority, but not a word of 
this do we get in the election reports 
published in the newspapers. The 
strictest censorship was put upon 
Milwaukee to prevent the victory of 
the socialists from going to the coun- 
try. 

When the socialists first carried 
Milwaukee several years ago it was 
in a three-cornered fight with the 
republicans and democrats. There- 
upon the republicans and democrats 
consolidated, proving that they are 
one at bottom, and in the following 
election the socialists were beaten by 
this coalition. 

This victory of the allies over the 
socialists was carried by the asso- 
ciated press and other news agencies 
to the remotest parts of the country 
under such conspicuous headlines as 
"Socialism Crushed", "Milwaukee 
Socialists Routed", "The End of So- 
cialism", "Socialism a Thing of the 
Past" etc., etc. 

Last Tuesday these dead socialists 
at Milwaukee wiped out the whole 
combination of republicans, democrats 
and progressives, backed by all the 
powerful manufacturing, banking 
and commercial interests of the city 
and state, including the breweries 
that made Milwaukee famous, in a 
contest of national interest, but not 
a solitary word about it has been per- 
mitted to reach the public so far as 
the great news agencies are con- 
cerned. 

And yet we are told that these 
press agencies are fair and impartial 
and publish the news regardless of 
who may be helped or hurt by it. 

I find no fault with these agencies, 
nor am I criticising their conduct. 
They are true to the powerful private 
interests which own and control them 
and they handle the "news" accord- 
ingly. EUGENE V. DEBS. 



have yet to acquire "the gift to see 
ourselves as others see us," is there 
need to call attention to what is 
happening in Holland. For the same 
thing has taken place in our own 
country. 

* * * * 

NOW THAT a presidential cam- 
paign is about to open our political : 
friends of the two old parties are 
busy to find grounds for asserting 
that the two parties are not identi- 
cal. This is a difficult feat in the 
worst of times and hardly an easy 
task in the best of times. And when 
the redoubtable colonel declares that 
his platform is Americanism, he is 
not making an issue but shaking 
hands all around in the two old par- 
ties with the Democratic party in 
possession of the national govern- 
ment and first to rally around the 
flag. 

What has happened here is that 
the Democratic party has been so 
bent upon looking after our "Amer- 
icanism," sometimes confused with 
"the last refuge of a scoundrel, "that 
it has completely ignored everything 
in the way of what the colonel once 
called "measures of social justice." 
But it would be bad enough if Pre- 
sident Wilson's "new freedom" and 
Colonel Roosevelt's "social justice" 
did not hit at every point and so re- 
quired the services' of the two states- 
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RED HOT AGNOSTIC PAPER 

If you want, for self or friends, a paper 
that combats all religious dogma, send 50 cents 
for each subscriber and get the hottest paper 
published. Don't delay. Send today. THIS 
CRUCIBLE, Dept. G.. 1330 First Ave., 
Seattle, Wash. 
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EXECUTIVE DEPT. 

WALTEE LANFERSIEK. Secretary 

.... National Executive Committee : 

.TAMES H. MAURER, 1355 N. 11th St.. 
Reading, Pa. 

ADOLPH GERMER. Mount Olive. 111. 

GEORGE H. GOEBEL, 14 Bridge St. New- 
ark. N. J. 

EMIL SEIDEL, 1154 Twentieth St., Mil- 
waukee, Wise. 
ARraimLeJSUEUR^J^ 

Address all communications to The So- 
cialist Party. 803 West Madison St.. Chi- 
ca«o. Address all mail to departments 
•nd not to individuals. Make remittance* 
Payable to the Socialist Party. 

Matter for publication in the official 
«•*■■»«• of The American Socialist must 
M on file in the National Office by tat* 
Monday preceding the date of issue. 



OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 
Proposed National Referendum. 
By Local Grand Rapids, Mich. 

"A semi-annual assessment of twenty five 
cents shall be placed upon all party mem- 
bers, to be paid in January and July of each 
year, for the expense of the publication of 
The American Socialist, the paper to be sent 
to every party member in (rood standing with- 
oat further charge for the same, and the 
editorial policy to be the same as heretofore. 
No person not a party member to be solicited 
as a subscriber." 

Comment. 

The A m «rican Socialist is not, nor has it 
ever been, in a strict sense, a propaganda 
paper. It3 ain- has been to give the hews 
•without the distortions indulged in by cap- 
italistic newspapers, with useful suggestions 
for Socialists, to which is added of course, 
the usual official business and Open Forum. 
To get out two separate papers would largely 
increase the expense, and at the same time 
split the circulation of each in two, making 
it doubtful for either to survive. By the sug- 
gested referendum, all party members will 
have the desired information and discussion, 
without the same being open to the inspection 
and criticism of non-socialists. At the same 
time, any interested person not a party mem- 
ber may become a subscriber. Other socialist 
periodicals are doing good propaganda work, 
and we can safely leave that field to them. 

The suggested method will more than double 
the present circulation of The American So- 
cialist at once and will relieve the fluctuations 
now existing and assure the paper a steady 
income with less expense to the National 
Office for circulation manag-srs, etc. 

75 members in good standing. Published 
for seconus April 21, 1916. 



PROPOSE*) NATIONAL REFERENDUM. 
By Branch No. 1, Local Detroit, Mich. 

As an amendment to Section 7. Article II 
of the National Constitution : which reads : 

"Any membev of the Socialist Party, elected 
to an office, who shall in any way vote to 
appropriate moneys for military of naval 
purposes or war, shall be expelled from the 
party. 

To read: "Any member of the Socialist 
Party, elected to an office, who shall in any 
way vote to appropriate money for military 
or naval purposes or war, or any member 
who propagates ideas that will divide the 
working class on national lines, such as 
would lead to their taking up arms, or their 
participation in war, either for conquest or 
for alleged defense, shall be expelled from 
the Socalist Party." 

143 members in good standing. Published 
for seconds, April 22, 1016. 

SECONDS TO REFERENDA. 

Rpcoived Sine* I, n't Publication. 
BY EWAUNA, KLAMATH FALLS, ORE. 

(Propo^ir./ "l'S.c th? plat.'orm of the Canadian 
Socialist Prrty be submitted for referendum 
vote at the snme time as the platform to be 
drafted !>v the National Executive Committee. 
First published. Feb. 26, 1916.) Seconded by: 
"Vale, Ore.; Enmiett, Ore.: Ontario. Ore.; 
Washington Locals : Bayv'.ew, Matlock ; 
Birmingham : Trafton ; N. Yakima: Rich- 
mond Precinct ; Rice : Laurel ; Woodland, 
No. 2. 

BY RICHMOND, WASH. (Proposing that 
Karl Liebknecht be made an honorary mem- 
ber of the Socialist Party of the United 
States. (First published, March 11, 1916.) 
Seconded by : Mullan, Ida. : Wichita, Kans. 

BY SUPERIOR, WIS. (Proyosinsr that the 
rr.rty publish a bulletin to contain official 
business and an open forum for the discussion 
of party affairs. First published, March 18, 
1916.) Seconded by: Auburn, Me.; Wd. 1 St. 
Louis, Mo. ; Sunberry, Pa. : Wauchula,, Fla. ; 
Br. 1, Lynn. Mass. ; 2nd Wd. St. Louis, Mo. : 
Columbus, O. : Finnish, Ludlow, Vt. ; Fort 
Lee 1 N. J. 

BY ALEXANDRIA CO.. VA. (Proposing 
that all official matter be excluded from The 
American Socialist and that a weekly paper 
called The Socialist Party Journal, size about 
five by twelve inches, be published to con- 
tain the open forum and clncia! business. 
Hrst published, March 2.". 1916.1 Seconded by: 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. ; Ogden, Utah ; Heron, 
,Mont. • Ci-.himbus,. C,a. : Alton. 111. 

BY LOCAL KINGS CO.. N. Y. (Resolution 
establishing the position of the Socialist Party 
of America on "Militarism c.".d Prepared- 
ness." (First published April 1st, 1916.) 
Seconded by: Mangum, Okla. ; Bangor, V/ash. ; 
Rockwood, Pa. ; Columbus, O. ; Mullan, Ida. 



EXPIRED REFERENDUM. 
, By Local Drain, Ore. 

14 member^ in good standing. 

Published for seconds, January 8. 

That the National Constitution of the So- 
cialist Party be amended making the state 
and national dues SI. 00 per year, payable 
seir.i-annuallv. National dues 50 cents and 
state due? £0 cents. Dues to be raid in ad- 
vance and all payments to be made during 
the months of January and July. Members 
joining after January 31 or July SI to pay 
at the rata of 5 cents per month until the 
regular semi-annual payments become due. 
Local dues to be regulated by each local. 

Expired without seconds April t"h. 



NATIONAL COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 

Chicago, 111., April 13, 1916. 
To the National Committee. 

Dear Comrades : — I report to you as follows : 
Vote on National Committee Motion No. 9. 
By Burgess of Virginia. 

"That the editor of "The American Social- 
ist" ascertain the cheanest, end best method 
of publishing the "Official Business'' and 
"Open Forum" departments of the paper 
separate and apart from the regular edition, 
anl submit his findings and recommendations 
to the National Committee at the earliest 
possible moment." 

Voting Yes: Eddy. Finke, Williams, Grif- 
Hth", Plunkett, Des Rocher, Fenimore, Rodri- 



Warren Is Answered. 



truer, McCrillis, Enemark, Roewer, Latimer. 
Hearn, Duncan, Newsom, Wflkins, Streiff, 
Revelisc, Rosson. Burgess, Katterfeld, Sadler, 
Seidel, Gilleurd. Total. 24. 

Voting No: Connolly, Green. Tiller, Ruthen- 
bcrg. Sinclair. Berger. Total, 6. 

Not Voting-: McKee, Norton, Pierce. Wilk, 
Clark, Kirkpftrick, Stedman, Brewer, Stark, 
Jontf, Nei&todt, Nuorteva, Keracher, Arlund, 
Garver, Mehrens, Whaley, Goebel, Hillquit, 
Foudin, Strebel, LeSueur, Cumbie, Hurt, Ful- 
ler, Erwin, Maurer, Hurst, Leland, Robinson, 
Kempton. Suitor, Kint«er. Total, 33. 

Motion carried. 

Comment by Berger: I vote "No" because 
such recommendation should be submitted to 
th? National Executive Committee where 
they could be discussed and changed if neces- 
scary. Such discussions and changes are im- 
possible by submission to the National Com- 
mittee. Moreover, detailed business of that 
kind does not really fall within the scope 
of National Committee activities. 

According to the instructions of your Com- 
mittee ns expressed in Motion No. 9, the 
editor af The American Socialist has sub- 
mitted a report, copy of which I am enclos- 
ing herewith. 



The following resolution was adopted by 
the State Convention of Oregon. The State 
organization has requested that it be sub- 
mitted to your committee, immediately. 
"Resolutions Calling Upon the National 

Committee of the Socialist Party to Meet 

as Soon as Possible. 

WHEREAS, The Socialist Party of the 
United States must take action and formulate 
policies immediately upon the burning quest- 
ions of so-called '"preparedness" and the 
Mexican invasion, and 

WHEREAS, the party as a whole mu3t 
ta'<ve action upon the matter of increasing its 
membership, finding better means of financing 
itself, and 

WHEREAS, there are many questions of 
surpassing importance to be taken up in view 
of the lack of a national convention, there- 
fore b» it 

RESOLVED, that we the State Convention 
of the Socialist Party of Oregon in conven- 
tion assembled April 1-2-3 go on record as 
demanding that the National Committee meet 
as soon as possible." 

Fraternally submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 

Chicago, 111.. April 14. 1916. 
To the Executive Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I report to you as follows: 
On Executive Question (G) 

"Shall the request of the Esthonian Social- 
ists for affiliation with the Socialist Party 
of the United States be granted?" 

Voting Yes: Germer, Maurer. Seidel. 

Not Voting: Goebel, LeSueur. 

Motion carried. 



On Executive Committee Motion "H" 
By Germer. 

"That we send one delegate to the meeting 
of Neutral Countries to be held at The Hague 
n nd that said delegate be Comrade Hillquit, 
The International Secretary." 

Voting Yes: Germer, Goebel, Seidel, Maurer. 

Not Voting: LeSueur. 

Motion carried. 

Fraternally submitted. 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 



ELECTED OFFICIALS. 

WASHINGTON: State Secretary, EmU Her- 
man, Box 491, Everett. National Committee- 
men, L. E. Katterfeld, Box 491, Everett (re- 
elected) ; Kate Sadler, 715 Pacific Avenue, 
Tacoma (re-elected). 

NEW JERSEY: George H. Goebel. 14 
Bridge St., Newark, has been re-elected Na- 
tional Committeeman for New Jersey. 



Socialist Methods 

By GEORGE N. COHEN. 



The writer of these articles had charge 
of the literature department of the So- 
cialist Party of Philadelphia for about 
eleven years, during which time about 
$25,000 worth of literature was sold, 
practically all socialist, and the business, 
grew from a shelfful of sopialist pamph- 
lets into a Socialist Book < Store located 
on Arch St. near Broad, m the heart of 
the city. It is probably the only one of 
its kind in America, and is owned and 
controlled by the Socialist Party of 
Philadelphia. 

He also helped to originate and carry 
out the plans proposed here and was 
Business and Advertising Manager of a 
newspaper such as he describes. 

He has made an attempt here to cover 
the whole subject of conducting the 
literature business for locals of the party. 
Whether the important points have been 
covered, and covered well, or not, it is 
necessary that these matters be generally 
discussed in order that the party may 
agree upon a workable plan that can be 
used to advantage to sonW; extent every- 
where. 

All the methods discussed here have 
been tried end proved successful, if not 
completely then to a sufficient degree to 
warrant their being suggested as good 
methods for increasing the distribution 
of literature. 



The Million Dime Column 




FRED D. WARREN, Girard, Kansas. 
Dear Comrade Warren: I have read 

rour letter about Comrade Phifer's 
ook, The Coming Kingdom, in The 
American Socialist. I have often 
•wondered that you comrades who 
Were so closely associated with Phifer 
in his work for the cause have had 
so little to say about his truly re- 1 
markable book. He may be prophetic, ! 
and he may be altogether wrong in \ 
his conclusions, but the book is cer- '■ 
tainly worthy of the closest study. 
I know of but one other book that I 
have read repeatedly; but I am now 
going over his work for the fourth 
time. When I first read it, the great 
war had just started, and the book ' 
made me very blue. But now as I go 
over it, I seem to enter more into the 
spirit of the writer, and I discover 
that while he regards the then im- 
pending world war as only a small 
thing compared to worse to follow, 
he still has a very definite and sure , 
hope for the future. The effect on me : 
now is to encourage and strengthen. 
— W. G. KRUNZE, Corning, N. Y. 



This book was first published 
in 1910. It contains 300 pages, 
in 16 "books" and 90 chapters. 
The original price was $1, but it 
goes, while the edition lasts, for 
half price, 50c, if ordered thru 

NATIONAL OFFICE 
SOCIALIST PARTY. 
803 W. MADISON ST., 
CHICAGO. 



The Election of a Literature Agent. 

The election of officers in the So- 
cialist Party locals or branches* is 
usually the last order of business, 
when we are in a hurry to go home 
and we generally get thru as quickly 
as possible, being satisfied if we can 
fill all the offices without compelling 
some comrades to hold more than one 
office. Often we pay little attention 
to whether or not we have gotten the 
right individuals for the work, just so 
we have merely filled the offices. In 
fact when we get to the end of the 
election we do not care if some office 
goes unfilled. And this is often true 
of that of Literature Agent. When 
electing officers we generally nominate 
everyone present until we get some- 
one to accept. The fact that the 
person selected may not be at all 
fitted for the work does not concern 
us, as our idea is that that anyone 
can do anything in the Socialist Para 
ty. Sometimes this is unavoidable on 
account of lack of material, but hot 
always. 

If we want other work done, such 
as printing, painting, carpentering, 
etc., we usually go to people skilled 
in those lines of work. We wouldn't 
think of asking the first socialist who 
was willing, to undertake the work. 
Of course we cannot always expect to 
get comrades who are skilled in cer- 
tain lines of party activity to do the' 
work we want done. We should get 
them tho if we possibly can. When 
we cannot then we should get the 
comrades whom we think capable of 
doing the work even tho he may not 
have done it before. 

I believe the office of Literature 
Agent to be one of the most import- 
ant in the organization, for tho 
reason that education is the largest 
factor in winning the world to So- 
cialism. And the entire work of this 
office is that of education. I 

In selecting a man for the office we \ 
should try to get one who is familiar 
with the socialist literature, who 
lealizes the necessity of getting a3 ( 
much as possible distributed, has the 1 
ability to make plans and carry them \ 
out, and to devote considerable time; 
to the wi ik. ! 

If powib'ie, too, r irsm who is de-l 
pendable as well a:i systematic and 
who understands the necessity of\ 
petting things accomplished with thei 
least expenditure of energy. j 

I know that the organization ia 
not overrun with such comrades, but; 
often when the individual possesses I 
some of these qualities and is given 
the work to do he will develop the; 
others. A man will often become equal j 
to his job even tho it was too big for i 
him in the beginning. So the thing 
to do is to pick out the comrade who 
comes nearest to meeting the neces- 
sary requirements. 

NOTE.— Next week.— The running 
of a literature department. 



Conducted by 
MAX SHEROVER.' 



Total number of dimes received up 
to and including Saturday, April IS: 

15,290 

Last week's total was 12,314 thus 
showing a gain of 2,976 dimes for 
the week. In exact figures the total 
amount of money received up to 
April 15 is $1,520.96. It is just a 
month since the Dime Fund was 
started. 

Remember this is practically the 
campaign fund of the Socialist Par- 
ty, and the party will be in a position 
to put up a campaign only in propor- 
tion to the size of the fund. If we get 
the million dimes, which is $100,000.- 

00, then it will enable the party to 
put up one of the greatest Socialist 
campaigns, this country has ever 
seen. In war the side having the 
greatest quantity of ammunition 
wins, or has an almost certain chance 
of winning. The same holds true of 
the class war. But our ammunition 
and our method of warfare is the 
general education of the masses. This 
depends entirely upon how much 
money we can expend for that pur- 
pose. Bear in mind that this is the 
year of our opportunity. And no sacri- 
fice can be too great. Go out and get 
the dimes, collect them at your local, 
union md fraternal order meetings. 
Collect dimes in the shops, mines and 
mills. For every dime means another 
recruit in the Socialist army, another 
revolutionise, another foe of capital- 
ism. 

Frankfort, Ind., is being heard from In Its 
fight against militarism. Comrade Charles 
K. Harland started the chain going, and re- 
fuses to stop till every worker in the town 
is a link in the chain. 

Since it is impracticable to publish all of 
the names or letters received, (they total t 
number of almost 10,000 letters) we will 
merely give from week to week the names »f 
those who hare not stopped by merely sending 
in a dime, bat who are on the job, securing 
dimes from their fellow workers, and are 
giving their time and energy to boost the 
Million Dime Army. 

RECRUITING OFFICERS OF THE MILLION 
DIME ARMY: 

H. A. Andersen, Big Rapids, Mich. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Stoddart, Miami, Fla. 
R. F. Jones, Bonham, Texas. 
Frances MacDaniel, Oceano, Cal. 

I. . Bederin, Rochester, N. V. 

Ira Jackson, Fort Dodge, Kansas. 

Wm. Canby Ferris. Arden, Del. 

Fred Gnetersloh, Chill icothe, Tex. 

A. Hoch, Niagara Falls, N. V. 

Earl W. Hilliard, Glens Falls, N. V. 

David Goldstein, Chicago. 

Otto Will. San Francisco. 

Mrs. M..W. Miller, New Orleans, La. 

Jos. Bankoski, Divernon, 111. 

Peter Sedlarik, Dubuque, Ia. 

A. Bergdahl, Charleston, W. Va. 

John Mickelson. Jamestown, N. D. 

Wm. H. Ogus, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

J. A. "Z" Johnson, Boonesboro, la. 

A. Soldier, Jefferson Barracks, Mo. 

A. C. Dahl, Minneapolis. Minn. 

II. H. Brown, Benton Harbor, Mich. 

1. co C. Rodgers, Bloomington, 111. 
A. C. Clavel, Wauchula, Fla. 
Frank Matushek, W. Pullman, 111. 
F. B. Smith, Springfield, Mo. 

J. Hynnila. Three Valley, B. C, Canada. 
Chas. E. Robinson, Lehi, Utah. 
.1 H. W., Fowler, Colo. 

Maurice L. Paul, Evergreen, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Paul Sanognini. Chilcoot, Cal. 
Max Hyman, Meriden, Conn. 
Peter T. Robertson, Yuma, Ariz. 



CANADA AND THE WAR. 
Here is what one of our Canadian 
comrades, at Victoria, B. C, has to 
say about the effect of the war on 
the workers of our northern neigh 
bor: 

"Conditions are very bad here. Of 
course they have relieved the labor 
market of some considerable number 
of workers. I believe in Canada at 
present there are 130,000 now in the 
ranks, and a fair estimate is that 75 
per cent have enlisted for their bread 
and butter. They are doing it to such 
an extent that agents are now being 
sent to the United States to induce 
some 30,000 workers to come over 
here to help plant and gather the 
harvest. I suppose the U. S. workers 
will not object, but it seems pretty 
rough on our workers. One wonders 
how much more they will put up with; 
and sometimes doubt that they use 
any reason at all. On the other hand 
they are getting a pretty good drilling 
in organization, with good clothes, 
food, free drilling for their trade, free 
tools to kill with, their families 
looked after while they are away — 
to some extent — all for destructive 
purposes. Surely they will not fail to 
see that the same organization could 
be used for constructive work — when 
they understand their own interests. 
Again, this is going to sweep away 
many institutions which many thought 
permanent, so that while it is trying 
indeed just now, we are looking for- 
ward full of hope for the future; tho 
I wish that more of our British 
Columbia comrades were better 
qualified to gc into this fight." 



Letters from "American Socialist" Readers 



Emanuel Julius informs us that 

three of his one-act plays will soon 
be on the presses and ready for distri- 
bution under the title of "The Pest, 
and Other Plays". In "The Pest", 
the writer pokes fun at American 
novelists. This play contains a thoro 
criticism of American literary art in 
a form that will be attractive. His 
second play, "Slumming" is frankly 
a Socialist's opinions on present-day 
conditions. In the third, "Adolescen- 
ce", puritanical intolerance is hit 
betwixt tho eyes. These three plays, 
says Julius, are certain to fail be- 
cause they break the great American 
commandment: "Thou shalt not com- 
mit irony". Our readers are advised 
to send direct to Emanuel Julius, Box 
125, Girard, Kansas, for a copy of 
these plays. There is no desire to 
make a profit. Persons who forward 
their order at once may get a copy 
for only 25 cents. Take advantage of 
this offer now. 



John W. Meek, 70 N. 5th, Provo, Utah, 
wants a Socialist speaker to accompany him 
on an agitation tour by automobile. Ha will 
finance the to'tr. 



AGAINST ALL INTERFERENCE. 
— My attention has been directed to 
a translated letter issued by the Na- 
tional Committee of the German 
Federation bearing on the recent 
referendum for Party officials and 
The Milwaukee Leader's comment 
thereon. 

As I am one of the principals in 
question, I kindly ask for- space to 
make my position entirely clear. 

It was at the earnest solicitation 
of the comrades in different sections 
of the country that I at the very last 
moment accepted the nomination for 
Executive Secretary. I was in Chi- 
cago at the time and in person in- 
formed Comrade Thompson of my de- 
cision. I told him that in my opinion 
he should not have accepted the 
nomination, and he was the central 
figure in the fight on Comrade Lan- 
fersiek and it looked too much as if 
he was trying to get Lanfersiek out 
of the way to make room for him- 
self; that if he should be elected, the 
bitterness that grew out of his fight 
on Lanfersiek would reflect itself on 
his administration. 

Comrade Thompson then told me 
that if I accepted he felt inclined to 
withdraw, for he feared that certain 
comrades (naming them, but they 
are not members of the German 
Federation), would make a bitter 
fight on hire. I told Comrade Thomp- 
son that he should not withdraw on 
my account and promised to write to 
those comrades and ask them to de- 
sist from indulging in personalities. 
I did so and expressed the hope that 
the election would be clean and digni- 
fied. 

Then came The Leader with the 
Ricker and other letters "whooping 
things up" for Comrade Thompson 
and delivering broadsides against 
Comrade Lanfersiek. These brought 
cut letters against Comrade Thomp- 
son and I am advised by one author 
that his was never published. 

I did not inspire the circular of ths 
German Federation and would rather 
that it had not been sent out, as I 
am opposed to electioneering schemes 
of any kind. But the German Federa- 
tion, or any other Federation, has as 
much right to do electioneering as 
The Milwaukee Leader. 

Just today I received a letter from 
a state secretary informing me that 
speakers on the road are busily en- 
gaged in urging the election of Com- 
rade Thompson. I am not'cpmplaining ; 
about this, but citing it only 1» show ; 
that the electioneering is by no 
means one sided, and why should 
The Leader raise so much fuss about 
others when true to its name it was 
the leader in opening a partisan cam- \ 
paign? j 

I want it clearly understood that I 
did not solicit nominations and am j 
not now bargaining for the office. If; 
the members want Comrade Thomp- j 
son as executive secretary I willing- 1 
ly yield to their choice and will do all ; 
that I can to further our cause and 
to make his administration a success. 

I have consented to be a candidate, 
and if elected will render such service 
as my experience in the labor move- 
ment has made me capable of. 

While I admire the good qualities 
and appreciate the good work of The 
Leader, let me express the hope that 
it will set a good example by refrain- 
ing from playing Party Politics un- 
less it is willing to extend that 
"pleasure" to others. As -fcr me, I 
should rather see the election carried 
on without interference or influence 
from any source, — ADOLPH {TER- 
MER, Mount Olive, 111. 

* :» * * 

DISCUSSIONS OF PARTY REF- 
ERENDUMS. — An anonymous writer 
in the Milwaukee Leader and by 
telepathy Comrade Ricker in The 
American Socialist get excited about 
the letter the National Committee of 
the German Federation sent out con- 
cerning party elections. Five hundred 
words only are allowed me in answer- 
ing jesuitically arranged misstate- 
ments, halftruths and misrepresenta- 
tions. 

The writer in The Leader and 
Ricker do not want to grant the Ger- 
man committee a privilege that they 
would grant other officials and offi- 
cial bodies. 

They did not object to John C. Ken- 
nedy, state secretary of Illinois, or 
G. C. Parter, state secretary of Ne- 
braska and other "officials" advocat- 
ing a "slate" agreed upon beforehand! 

They did not object to letters of 
recommendation sent out by the 
state committees S. P. of New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania, if they did not help 
Dreparing same! 

The New Jersey letter is dated 
November 19, 1915, contains usual 
nhrases of praise for Thompson and 
winds up: "The committee therefore 
earnestly urges the * * ""election of 
Comrade Thompson as National 
Secretary". 

The Pennsylvania letter is signed 
by the state committee of Pennsyl- 
vania. It contains also a similar 
Thompson recommendation. 

But the anonymous writer of The 
Leader and Ricker also knew that 
George Goebel, member of the exe- 
cutive committee of the Socialist par- 
ty, sent letters to his friends trying 
"to deliver votes" for Thompson. 

Furthermore: In the Cook County 
Delegate Committee (Chicago) a let- 
ter was read, dated December 28, 
1915, jointly signed by John C. Ken- 
nedy, J. A. Rogers (ex-Y.P.S.L.- 
•director) and Janet F. Korngold. fliis 
letter asks all the locals that nomin- 
ated Thompson to write to five locals 
that did not nominate Thompson and 
tell them that they should vote for 
him. To better enable the branches 
that nominated Thompson to persu- 
ade other branches to vote for him 
a copy of statements made by sever- 
al officials and ex-officials, was to 
accompany the letter. 

As afterwards was said the read- 
ing of this letter killed it; it was 
carefully prepared and mimeograph- 
ed, but its authors did not send it 
out broadcast. Still, that was not 
known when it was read in the 
delegate committee and thereby be- 
came a matter of public interest. 

As a result of all these things, and 
not before, the Committee of the 
German Language Federation sent 
out its letter of warning, not to 
"deliver" the votes, but to call atten- 



tion to the vigor and the way the 
campaign for Carl D. Thompson was 
(and apparently still is) managed. 

By the way neither in the "for- 
eign" nor the "German" branches 
is there a "unit rule" in voting on 
referendums. — A DREIFUSS, Trans- 
lator secretary of the German Fed- 
eration, S. P. 

NOTICE.— We are requested by 
U. Solomon, State Secretary of New 
York, to announce thru the columns 
of The American Socialist that 
George R. Lunn is no longer a mem- 
ber of the Socialist Party. 

LUNN'S STATEMENT.— Comrade 
Charles P. Steinmetz, as well as my- 
self and many other Socialist officials 
in the Schenectady city government, 
have been expelled from the party 
on account of a provision of the Now 
York state constitution which if 
obeyed would make an efficient ad- 
ministration impossible. The issue is 
that of party control over elected of- 
ficials. Every political/ organization, 
thru its platform and statement of 
principles should make clear to the 
public the position taken by that or- 
ganization. Failure to carry out the 
principles for which an official is 
elected should merit reputation of 
such an official. There was no charge 
of falsity to Socialist principles made 
against myself as mayor, or Dr. 
Steinmetz as president of the board 
of aldermen. (We were expelled be- 
cause we insisted on appointing the 
most efficient men possible to 
office, all cases but five being 
Socialists.) Shall we sofve the 
question by force, namely ex- 
pulsion? Are we to arrive at right 
conclusions by expelling those who 
differ from us. Twenty-five cents a 
month does not make a Socialist, and 
expulsion from the party for attempt- 
ing to advance the party interest by 
an efficient administration does not 
unmake a Socialist. The issue cannot 
be settled by calling names. It will be 
better for the party when we face 
the facts as they exist today instead 
of making sacrosanct the idea that 
when Socialists are elected to office 
the administration of affairs is to be 
moved from the city hall to the local. 
—GEORGE R. LUNN. 

UNITY.— The great majority by 
which the Socialist Party has recent- 
ly decided to confer with the Social- 
ist Labor Party regarding Unity en- 
courages me to propose to the Com- 
rades for favorable action what I be- 
lieve to be the only unity plan that 
can be successful. As we cannot hope 
that either party will, for some time 
to come at least, take the position of 
the other on questions at issue be* 
tween them, the only way to remedy 
the evil of the existence of two rival 
Socialist parties is by a federative 
plan of unity, such as healed an 
equally bad split in France. This can 
be applied in the United States as 
follows : 

Let the two parties, while "agree- 
ing to disagree" as to tactics, com- 
bine to support a single platform and 
a single ticket in the field. Let the 
Socialist Labor Party enter the com- 
bination as an autonomous body, re- 
taining its jurisdiction over its mem- 
bership, like a state organizaton or a 
j foreign language federation in the 
present Socialist Party. Let the 
i S. L. P. pay into the treasury of the 
United Party the same amount of 
dues, and have the same number of 
National Committeemen and Na- 
tional Convention delegates as would 
a State organization of equal num- 
bers. Let it own and publish its own 
papers on its own responsibility, hold 
its own conventions to express its 
own views, and submit them to the 
conventions of the United Party in 
the form of resolutions to be support- 
ed by its own delegates to such United 
Party conventions. Under this plan 
the S. L. P. will give up its right 
to nominate separate candidates for 
public offices, and its sections and 
members will co-operate in the con- 
duct of local campaigns with the 
membership of the rest of the Unified 
Party according to mutual under- 
standing arrived at by the combined 
membership within these local politi- 
cal divisions. 

This plan will secure unity as 
against the enemies of Socialism, 
and enable us to call upon the work- 
ing class to rally to the one Party 
of Socialism in America. In this most 
critical period in history, when every 
revolutionist is needed on the firing 
line, we can least afford to have two 
rival parties of Socialism confusing 
the workers. 

This plan of unity was proposed 
five years ago by the Socialist Labor 
Party, but the Socialist Party failed 
to accept it; for what good and suf- 
ficient reason I have still to learn. 
If it was not because of personal 
animosity — a consideration which 
should not influence a true Socialist 
for a moment — or some equally un* 
worthy reason, let us hear what it is, 
that we may know whether it is still 
valid, if, indeed, it ever was valid. 
Let us hear a discussion in the party 
press as to the Comrades' opinion on 
this question, and not have it shelved 
bv Star Chamber tribunals. — CLAR- 
ENCE HOTSON. 



our chief executive. And where are 
our party membership meanwhile? It 
may be a careless membership; it 
might be an uninterested member- 
ship; it is possible for it to be an un- 
enlightened membership. But let us 
stand up and take our medicine like 
a man. You and I — John Jones and 
Henry Smith and the rest of us — 
ARE the Socialist Party. Let's be 
ready to shoulder our share of our 
joint mistakes as well as the glories 
of achievement. 

About the time that Sec. 6 Art, II. 
was added to our National Constitu- 
tion I was boarding in a working 
girl's home where some of the young 
women were more or less interested 
in Socialism. In talking with a com* 
rade regarding them he said: "Do not 
bring them out to the meetings until 
we are thru with all this bickering. 
It would drive them away from the 
movement." 

Altho in our organizing work here 
one of our objects has been to make 
every Red Card Socialist an intelli- 
gent reader of our party press, the 
"Open Forums" have for some time 
been of such character I have feared 
the above results might be true of its 
readers. One hesitates to call the at- 
tention of the new, enthusiastic So- 
cialist, with his high ideals of com- 
radeship to the schism inside the 
party. 

In one state we abolish the state 
committee because it is too active; in 
another we threaten the same because 
of its inactivity. Meanwhile the para- 
sites are busy. For while our useless 
contention among ourselves is weak- 
ening our powers of resistance it is 
easy for them to do their deadly 
work. 

I am not meaning to take issue with 
any faction. I only plead for a spirit 
of fair play within our ranks and a 
ceaseless co-operation against a com- 
mon enemy.— FLORA M. BEALS, 
Elton, Louisiana. 

SQUARE ON THE HEAD.— In 

The American Socialist of April 1st 
I read a letter by Comrade K. H. 
Thompson. He hits the nail square on 
the head. The platform of the So- 
cialist Party of Canada is one of the 
finest, cleanest pieces of Socialist 
literature that I nave ever seen. It 
is to be regretted that the Socialist 
Party of United States is so very 
far from knowing and understanding 
what real Socialism is, that the re 
quest for seconds of such a motion as 
that of Local Ewauna is needed, it 
should follow as a matter of course 
In fact it is to be deplored that it 
should be necessary to make such a 
motion. If our so-called leaders had a 
glimmering of real, educational So 
cialism, and were not overflowing 
with vote getting rubbish of the Op- 
portunist type, it would be unneces- 
sary. 

I wish to state that the motion of 
Local Ewauna received the full en- 
dorsement of the S. E. G. of Wash- 
ington, and we have 'called on all tho 
locals of the state to second it. 

I am yours for the revolution, with 
a real, working class in full control. 
—JAMES BUTTON, chairman S.E.C. 
of Washington. 



In The Book World 



By MAX SHEROVER. 



UNIVERSAL KINSHIP. By Prof. 
J. Howard Moore; Pub. Chas. H. Kerr 
Co., Chicago; price $1.50. For sale by 
the National Office, Socialist Party, 
808 W. Madison St., Chicago. 

Here is a work worthy of repeated 
reading and study. It cannot be too 
highly recommended. It is one of these 
rare books that are published, per- 
haps once in a decade. A reading of it 
will make it quite clear why capital- 
ist publishing houses will not dare 
publish such a work. 

Professor Moore succeeded in in- 
corporating within the limits of a 
few hundred pages a store of 
knowledge concerning life such as no 
student of biology or sociology can 
afford to be without. It traces in 
simple language the most wonderful 
adventure m the universe: the rise of 
man from the dephts of protoplasmic 
and amoebic existence to his present 
status of a being that is capable of 
reason and love. Devoid of technical 
verbiage, written like a classic 
romance, it dramatically portrays the 
onward march of organic life on this 
planet. Without resorting to dogmatic 
assertions, yet fair but fearless in his 
attacks on erroneously preconceived 
theological notions he presents a 
pleasing array of evidence to sub- 
stantiate his premise, that there is a 
universal kinship and relationship be* 
tween man, beast, fish, snake, worm 
and bird. It shows man rising out of 
the realm of beast when he learns 
how to improve upon nature and sub- 
stitutes artificial for natural selection. 
It is this quality in man that elevates 
him biologically; while his growing 
powers of love, his deals of justice, 
his sympathy and ability of conscious 
self-sacrifice are really the only 
worth while qualities that enoble and 
enshrine man. Yet not to permit man 
to become intoxicated in his conceit, 
he continually reminds him of his 
origin and points to the savage and 
beast and snake that is often still 
within us. 

In no uncertain terms does he ex- 
pose to our mental observation the 
shallowness of man's pretense to a 
special pre-ordained origin, he de- 
plores the fact that man, in his con- 
ceit, has excavated an imaginary 
chasm between himself and the rest 
of his earthly inhabitants, upon which 
he looks down contemptuously from 
his mocking height. 

The author argues that only by 
man's full realization of his place 
and function in nature, can he under- 
stand himself, can he get a glimpse 
at the meaning, significance and pur- 
pose of life. And only by an under- 
standing of these things can man act 
consistently with nature, and work in 
harmony with the forces of progress 
that are urging us onward and for- 
ward, ever on a higher plane and 
until the end of time continually 
striving for perfection. 



FOR CEASELESS CO-OPERA- 
TION.— What's the matter with the 
Socialist Party? 

When asked to diagnose the Loui- 
siana movement, and advise the 
remedy needed to bring it up to its 
full stature of efficiency, I can answer 
unhesitatingly — more thoro organiza- 
tion, a clearer understanding of party 
fundamentals. With fingers on the 
pulse, with attentive ear to the heart 
throbs of he National Movement one 
might easily reach the same con- 
clusion regarding it. 

As I understand the organization 
of the Socialist Party it is governed 
from the rank and file on upward. If 
the conditions in the Executive De- 
partment are not what they should 
be, where should we trace the blame? 
Whom shall we censure? 

We glory in the distinction of 
"Majority Rule". "One Man Leader- 
ship" is foreign to our party tactics. 
Yet what are we doing? When seem- 
ing chaos reigns at the National 
office we engage in slinging mud at 




Mental Demons 

Are They Holding You Back? 

Does a host of mental demons bar your path to success? 
Do you feel yourself incapable to meet important situtations? Do 
you lack the power to make people recognize you — to make others see things 
your way — to compel people to listen to you? Are you weak in a crisis? 

Most men have the brains and the ambition to do big 
things — hut a weak personality — a lack of self-confidence — tim- 
idness— poor vocabulary — unreliable memory — "stage fright"— hazy, un- 
organized ideas— ineffective speech— axe holding them back from the success they deserve. 

Send the coupon below at once and let us tell you 

how you can drive these mental demons away forever — how you 
can occupy a place among men who do things — how you can learn to ex- 
press your ideas forcefully and convincingly— how you can acquire a pow- 
erful, magnetic personality— how you can develop a strong dominating 
will — how you can become a powerful, public speaker. Our new Scientific Course in 

Effective 



RESULTS! 

"Your Court* Is a moat valuable train- 
ing to anyone who desires to be able to 
speak in public without emberraes. 

""^C. C. HOFFPAUIR. Atfy. Texas. 
"Not only has It snabled me to speak 
In public in a way that ia moat jrratif tr- 
ine to roe. hot It has helpeoT me In 

business as well. ** „ . w „, 

—Q. 11. COSSITT, Banker, Illinois. 
"It has given me greater confidence 
In my own ability, a better memory, a 
more pollened vocabulary, snd • 

'""W. HKBSft. iur.. ckkm 

"Your Coin-se is a splendid training 
for the ealeeman or sales manager, 

sad I heartilyreeommend it.' , 
-O. F. BOURGEOIS. Pres., Chicago. 
"A fascinating snd practical training 
that overeomea one of the common 
weakneaaeo of bualneaa men— Inability 
toexpresathemselveB." a 
-GUY U. 8BEARER, Banker. Idaho. 
We have hundreds of similar 
testimonials in our flies from men 
In every walk of life. Send the 
coupon today. Yon owe it to 
yourself to find out what this 
Course will do for you. 



Public Speaking 

and Mental Development 

will quickly train you to speak forcefully and 

convincingly in public 



—talk before your clnb or 

lodare 

—address board meetings 
—pro pose and respond to toasts 
—tell entertaining; stories 
—make after- dinner speeches 
— converge effectively 
—write better letters 
—sell more goods 
—train your memory 
—enlarge your vocabulary 



— develop self-eonfldene* and • 

winning personality 
—strengthen your ambition and 

will power 
—become a dear, accurate 

thinker 

—develop your power of con- 
centration, diligence snd 
self-control 

—equip you with power to be 
the master of any situation. 



This Course and Service is under the per- 
sonal supervision and direction R. £. Pattisoo 
Kline, Dean of the Public Speaking- Department, 
Columbia College of Expression, Chicago, one of the 
foremost authorities in the country on public speak in* 
and mental development. You can now secure 
the personal instruction of this eminent authority 
right in your own home, by mail, in spare time. 
Hundreds have acquired a powerful address and a 
winning personality through his instruction. 

Special Offer-Now ;SS£ . 

Mail the coupon today for full particulars of the / Public Speaking 
Special Limited offer we are now making. This unusual > Department 
offer may be withdrawn at any time. We will also S Sehtd^Uw- m^MM? 
send you, free, many interesting facts and pointers tou»°BoSdin«r Ckh-aio.UL 

that you Should know about effective public y Gentlemem-Pleasesendmewith- 

speaKing and mental development-informa- S o^^lStS^^f&SSi 

tion that you Can use. r ree and no ODll- S anc * Mental Development, as well as 
gations of any kind. Don't delay. Send X Particulars of your Special Limited Offer, 
the coupon now while this offer louts, f 

Public Speaking / Na ™ - 

Department S Addreu 

AnencanCoiTetpoodeiK^SchMl^ f 

aijs^jkjfa^^lj*^^*^^ ^ „ 
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MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST 
VOTER AN AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READER 



Henry Dubb Sits Down And Has Some Lofty Thoughts. 



By Ryan Walker 



HIS LAST DIME.. 

Here's a letter the editor feels 
every reader of The American Social- 
ist ought to take the time to read: 

"DEAR COMRADE EDITOR: — 
Here's my last dime. Capitalism and 
militarism will jump as if a needle 
had pricked them when the million 
dimes that's coming your way gets 
in working condition. Eh? Let us 
hope so! 

"I will send more when I get a job. 
Capitalism has me loaning at the 
present time. And I am not the only 
one either. These Blue Ridge Moun- 
tains of Virginia are crowded with 
victims of the present system. There 
are more boneheads down here in 
Virginia <han in all the rest of the 
country comb : nrd. The population of 
Virginia is 2,061,612 and there are 
only 500 Socialist comrades at the 
present ti?ne in this state. We lire 
just a match head burning slowly. I 
am proud to say that we are grow- 
ing and glowing, bigger and brighter 
every day, always brighter today 
than yesterday. Ignorance and pre- 
judice are our greatest enemies in 
the coming cause. The ignorant shall 
know the truth and the truth shall 
make them independent in their 
views. 

"One of our greatest helpers is 
The American Socialist. That paper 
is a living comet, with an endless 
tale of truth and enlightenment. To 
the masses of America's working 
class, men and women, it is a God- 
send. To the class that makes its 
living off the poor, deluded wage 
slaves, it-is a menace, a menace to be 
feared. I hope that your HENRY 
DUBB EDITION will be a great suc- 
cess. You can look for a dollar from 
me as soon as I get one. Am closing, 
wishing the comrades of Chicago the 
best of luck. I am, 

Fraternally yours, in the cause to 
come, 

L. W. PEARSON, Roanoke, Va. 




Port Angeles, Wash., with ll v Charter Jn«n»j 
bers. They claim the honor at "farthest north 
— time for Alaska readers to get busy. 

"U — No Chapter" is what the newly or- 
ganized Y.P.S.L. of Ivanhos, Okla., with 18 
charter members is called. 

Syracuse, N. Y., is certainly coming to the 
front fast these days. Not so long ago it was 
backward among the N. Y. State live-wires 
but now there's no stopping it. Their date 
on the national tour is to be held in the City 
Hall. They recently won the first lap of the 
N. Y. State f ederation's three months con- 
test, and the next State Convention, July 4, 
has been awarded to them. 

Niagara Falls, N. Y., is another newly or- 
ganized league that is coming ahead fast. 
Have the unqualified backing of the Local, 
and sure mean business. 

St. Paul and Minneapolis, those rivals •£ 
ancient tradition are at each other again. 
This time it's a debate between ther respective 
Y.P.S.L.'s on the question of prohibition. This 
i« scheduled for April 28th at Minnehaha Hall. 
Margaret Sanjrer of ''Woman Rebel" and 
"birth control" fame will speak for them on 
May 8th at Odd Fellow's Kali. 



Rep. Meyer London Makes Great Speech 
In Congress On The Immigration Question 



ROLL OF HONOB 



Comrade Alfred Mahlin comes in with a 
li«t of eight from Buford, N. Dak. 

Comrade Mrs. C. H. Granke, of Welsh, La., 
writes as follows: "As my father has been 
a subscriber to your paper, it is with sadness 
that I must tell yon of my great loss in the 
death of my father; E. H. Doescher, of Wood- 
lawn, La., who passed from this life March 
i;>, 1916. aged 70 years, 7 months and 5 days. 
He was a most zealous and active worker for 
the cause of Socialism here In Welsh, La., 
and surrounding country, for about 20 years, 
and we feel the loss greatly, as a father and 
as comrade. He leaves three sons and two 
daughters who are all Socialists. My father 
pent, me a Socialist paper tor a wedding 
present. I was prejudiced against Socialism 
then, so I used it for shelf paper. But us 
time went on. I began to read it from the 
st.tlf; but now I am a staunch Socialist, and 
send it to someone else to put on his shelves, 
maybe, with the same good results". 

"Good for Milwaukee", writes Comrade 
Llnyd Hcrrand, of Columbiaville, Mich., as 
h<; sends in $t to pay for his paper for 4 
years. 

Comrade Alice S. Eddy, state secretary of 
Arizona, announces that she is sending 147 
suh cards by express from that state. Three 

cheers ! 

Comrade Robert S. Collender sends in a 
ii't of eight from Steubenville, Ohio. 

We set a list of 25 names from the Honey 
G'-ovc Local of the party at West Branch, 
loTvn. These names will go on our list for 
10 weeks. Have you sent in your list of 10 
BuVis for 10 weeks in clubs of 10 T 

"! think we are now in good condition to 
pu»5i the subscriptions of our national paper; 
*•> look for us on the job!" writes an 
enthusiastic comrade at Braddock, Pa., as he 
oi tiers tight sub cards. 

"We nre. planning to do something in In- 
diana this year and this particular district 
i'i planning to carry on as big a campaign 
:•: possible", writes the energetic local secre- 
• ii i ;. at New Castle, Ind., who orders seven 
r>r\t cards. 

Watch Socialism grow at South Bend, In- 
rM.m.i. Comrade Dana Cook, the Local South 
K-ml secretary, has sent in $20 for 100 sub 

ends. 

','omrade II. A. Lines, of Springfield. Mo., 
. <\';r!-; in u list of six and says he will soon 
be bark with more. 



Due Stamp Dater. 

■J? VERY Local Secretary should 
*™have a Due Stamp Canceller. 
We furnish dater with the rieces-. 
sary rubber dates for 60 cents. 

If you want a check on dues pay- 
ments, the t nly method is by dat- 
ing the stamp when it is pasted on 
the card. The dater just fits the 
stamp.— Socialist Party, 803 W. 
Madison St., Chicago. 




R®mlSy Means- 



WAR is a pitiless revealer of 
motives. 

The present war is a struggle 
for economic supremacy be- 
tween the capitalist interests 
of various nations. 
But — what are the deeper 
economic causes? The "law 
of motion" driving the nations 
to slaughter? 

SOCIALISM 



By LOUIS B. BOUDIN 

Author of "The Tboerettcjl System of KmI Mux." 

■ (I This book tells you, in a pop- 
ular but thoroughly scientific 
way. 

C "Socialism and War" has at- 
tracted attention in Europe 
and America. Boudin is a 
great Marxian scholar. His 
explanation of the economic 
basis of Imperialism is superb. 

C No scientific jargon — a 
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WHAT REP. LONDON SAID. 

THE OPPOSITION to immigra- 
tion is traceable to three prin- 
cipal sources. Firrt, there is 
the chauvinist element, which fears 
contamination from foreign stock. 
They are the successors of the Anti- 
alien movement, of the Know-Noth- 
ing movement, of the A. P. A. move- 
ment. This element is to be found in 
every country of the world. It is the 
man who is so proud of himself be- 
cause of his birth in a particular land, 
and because of his ancestry, that he 
considers it superfluous that he 
amount to something himself. To the 
chauvinist Chinaman, his country is 
the Celestial Empire; to the Japanese, 
the Land of the Rising Sun; the 
German has, of course, the greatest 
culture; the Frenchman the noblest 
civilization; the Englishman rules 
the world; the Americans are, of 
course, the free and the brave. 

While this sort of national frailty 
is excusable in old nations, Asiatic or 
European, it is utterly incomprehens- 
ible when found among the American 
people, full of the vigor of youth and 
absorbing unto itself all that is 
strong and virile in the Human stock. 
This sort of man can not be reasoned 
with. 

We come to the second element. We 
find year after year and Congress 
after Congress a solid vote for the 
restriction of immigration from the 
representatives of those States where 
children are exploited, where industry 
is undeveloped, where agriculture is 
in a primitive state, and where there 
is a particularly submissive class of 
labor. 

* * * * 
NATIVES ILLITERATE. 

THESE STATES suffer because of 
lack of immigration. Nqt only have 
they not developed their ; natural re- 
sources, but they have been suffering 
periodically from floods and inunda- 
tions which they seem to be utterly 
incapable of coping with. The white 
immigrant, bringing with him the 
germs of discontent, coming here in 
quest of better opportunities, a rebel 
seeking a larger freedom, is feared 
by these elements. And the strange 
thing about it is that it is these very 
States that have an illiteracy of 
distressing proportions among the 
native white population. 

Thus, Alabama, from which comes 
the distinguished author of this bill, 
has 15.7 per cent native white illiter- 
ates; North Carolina has 16 per cent; 
South Carolina, 15 per cent; Tennes- 
see. 11 per cent; Louisiana, 17 per 
cent. One is tempted to ask the quest- 
ion why these gentlemen who are so 
opposed to illiteracy do not get busy 
in their own States. 

Some of the,se States have an area 
larger than some of the Empires of 
Europe. 

Alabama, with 52,000 square miles 
area, has a population of 2,270,000. 
Germany, with just four times the 
area of Alabama, v or 208,000 square 
miles, has 67,000,000 people, or more 
than thirty times as many inhabitants 
as hag this State. 

Mississippi with only 1,902,000 in- 
habitants, is larger than the combined 
area of Switzerland, Denmark, . and 
Holland, tho these three European 
countries support a total of 13,000,000 
people in comparative comfort. 

Texas, with a population of 4,250,- 
000, is- larger than France, Holland, 
Denmark, and Switzerland combined, 
with their 53,000,000 inhabitants. 

Oregon, which is 10 per cent larger 
than England, Wales, and Scotland, 
has less than 1,000,000 people as com- 
pared with the 42,000,000 in the Bri- 
tish Isles. 

Europe, almost identical in total 
area with the United States, supports 
a population of 450,000,000 souls. 
*.+.** 

SOMETHING WRONG. 

THERE IS something wrong with 
American statesmanship if America 
can not comfortably tako care of 100,- 
000,000 souls while Europe supports 
450,000,000. 

The third element is organized 
labor. We have organized labor in- 
voked in support of this bill by ele- 
ments which have consistently and 
persistently, in season and out of 
season, thwarted every effort and 
defeated every aspiration of the 
working people. It is true that a 
large number of the official represen- 
tatives of the trades-unions' ask for 
this bill. The working people, sur- 
rounded by enemies, engaged in a 
life and death struggle with the 
superior forces of capitalism, in sheer 
desperation seek to limit the supply 
of labor. 

The trades-unions fear net only 
the competition of numbers but the 
rivalry of large masses of foreign 
workers not familiar with the lang- 
uage and easily exploitable. 

But that is where organized labor 
is on the wrong track. Organized 
labor, with its magnificent record of 



accomplishment, permits itself to ! 
play into the hands of the unreason- 
ing chauvinist and of the most re- 
actionary labor-hating element, in 
the vain hope that labor will improve 
its condition by limiting the working 
population of the United States thru 
restrictive immigration. There would 
be just as much logic in limiting 
population by prohibiting childbirth. 
Every child added to the podr man's 
family is a burden which weakens the 
power of resistance of the worker to 
oppression. 

I know that the trusts and the cor- 
porations have their own designs in 
seeking free and unrestricted immi- 
gration. I know that steamship com- 
panies have by alluring advertise- 
ments been stimulating immigration 
into certain industrial sections of the 
country, altho the extent of the 
practice is exaggerated. But this is 
not the kind of immigration that I 
am fighting for. I am opposed to im- 
migration artificially stimulated in 
the intersts of capital. I will join you 
in adopting the most rigorous rules 
to prevent greedy capital from tak- 
ing advantage of helpless immigrants. 
I will certainly go the limit in pro- 
hibiting the importation of workers 
which has for its object the breaking 
of strikes or the crushing of organ- 
ized labor. No; I will go a step 
further, and I will demand that the 
power of the Congress of the United 
States be invoked to prohibit the 
transportation of strike breakers, 
whether native or foreign, from one 
portion of the United States into an- 
other. 

* * * * 

FAITH IN PUBLIC SCHOOL. 

THE TRUTH is that normal im- 
migration automatically regulates it- 
self. If times are good, relatives from 
abroad ire induced to come to 
America. If times are bad, relatives 
are warned to stay away. Thus the 
beginning of every panic is followed 
by an increased emigration from the 
United States, and there is no surer 
sign of returning prosperity than an 
increasing tide of immigration. . A 
study of membership of labor unions 
and of strikes teaches the same les- 
son. Improving times are accom- 
panied by larger union membership 
and by a growing number of strikes. 

I speak for the immigrant who, 
being a victim of religious, economic, 
or political oppression, seeks access 
to the United States to improve his 
condition. If he is illiterate, it is so 
much more reason why an opportuni- 
ty should be given to him to give to 
his child the light which was denied 
to him. See with what avidity the 
children of the immigrant rush to 
your schools. As long as the school- 
house exists there need be no fear of 
the illiterate. 

Come to the city of New York, with 
its schools and colleges and universi- 
ties, with its evening extension 
courses, with the best free lecture 
system in the world, and you will 
realize what the American school is 
doing for the immigrant. 

I put my faith in the American 
school. 

The trouble with the average re- 
presentative of organized labor is 
that he is incapable of that broader 
vision which sees above and beyond 
the narrow needs of the moment. 
That is the misfortune of the trade- 
union movement. What lack of intel- 
ligence! The politician is afraid to 
tell them that they are stupid. The 
average member of Bricklayers' 
Union 6879 does not give a rap what 
happens to the rest of the world so 
long as Bricklayers' Union 6879 is 
taken care of. 

We find in Ward's "The Ancient 
Lowly" a reference to a remarkable 
historical incident which is typical of 
the narrowness of craft statesman- 
ship. Ward tells us that the early 
Christians obeyed literally the in- 
junction of the Bible against the mak- 
ing of images. There was an organi- 
zation in ancient Rome engaged in 
the carving of images — a sort of a 
union. This image carvers' union re- 
fused to see the spiritual significance 
of the new faith, the beauty of the 
conception of one God, the higher 
ethical code, and it stoutly opposed 
the spread of Christianity to the last 
for no reason other than that it 
threatened the image-carving bus- 
iness. And that is how the brick 
layer, with the bricklayer's mind, has 
always judged big things. He has one 
remedy — to reduce the number of 
bricklayers. 

* * * * 
CHECK LABOR PROGRESS 
AND IT is the same unthinking 

and unreasoning method that has 
checked the progress of the whole 
labor movement. The bricklayer does 
not give a snap for the carpenter; 
the carpenter does not give a care 
for the metal worker; none of them 
for the railroad worker or the 
telegrapher or the printer. That Js 
how it came that stereotypers have 



recently lost a bitterly contested 
strike against newspaper owners — 
because the typesetters kept on work- 
ing while the stereotypers were on 
strike. 

The railroad workers eould have 
crowned many an effort of other 
unions with immediate success by re- 
fusing to haul the products of any 
industry in which a strike was pend- 
ing. But that requires a broad vision, 
it requires a higher intelligence, a 
deeper grasp of things. It is so much 
easier to look out for oneself. 

Mr.'QUIN. I would like to ask the 
gentleman a question. 

Mr. LONDON. No; I can not yield. 
I do not want to be interrupted. I 
am approaching the subject from an 
entirely different angle, and I should 
not be disturbed. 

Mr. Chairman, how much time have 
I used? , 

Th,e CHAIRMAN. The gentleman 
has used nine minutes. 

Mr. LONDON. The question was 
asked here, "What do you think of 
those ' 400,000 men who went to 
Europe ' after the declaration' of the 
present war to join the 1 colors?" I 
want to say something about those 
400,000 men. I say that the jm&n who, 
enjoying safety in the United States, 
went abroad to fight belongs to the 
noblest and best stock thatithe United 
States could ever hope to get. Why 
do you not look at the thing from 
this staridpbint? • '!> 

Mr. KAHN. They could;. all read 
and writev too, could they not? 
Mr. LONDON. Oh, yes ; • unjdoubted- 

ly. ■' 

The gentleman from Alabama (Mr. 
Burnett), in the few remarks that 
he made here during the discussion 
of the rule this morning, s«id that he 
did not' like to see a repetition of 
what happened at Young3town, at 
Lawrence, and down at Columbus, N. 
Mex. That gives away his case. Some 
people do 'not want any white labor, 
because white labor organizes into 
unions and fights. They want child 
labor; they want the subservient, 
docile labor" of an oppressed and sub- 
merged race. '( 

Mr. COOPER of Ohio. If. Chair- 
man, will 'the gentleman ' y^eld for a 
question*? ( ! 

The CHAIRMAN. Does' the gentle- 
man fron4t New York yield to the 
gentleman ' f rom Ohio ? 
Mr, LONDON. Yes. 
Mr. COOPER of Ohio. Were the 
men who -were in the labor trouble at 
Youngstown members of organized 
labor ? 

* * * * 
IMMIGRANT IS BROTHER. 
Mr. LONDON. I assume that they 
were not; but if they were not or- 
ganized it was the fault of the nar- 
rowness of the labor movement that 
does not know how to reach the 
masses. The union should greet the 
immigrant as a brother. The union 
man should teach him uionism. In- 
stead of that, the labor leader looks 
upon every immigrant as an enemy 



remunerative employment to tens of 
millions of men. 

A national network of unemploy- 
ment exchanges would have been 
spread all over the country to aid the 
jobless in reaching the job. Facilities 
would have been offered for the free 
transportation of workers during the 
movements of labor incident to the 
gathering of harvests. Vocational 
education would have been promoted. 
The rising cost of living would then 
engross our attention. The. concentra- 
tion and increase of the total wealth 
of the Nation, accompanied by an in- 
creased poverty of the many, the 
social problem in all its ramifications 
and in all its depth would then be- 
come the object of our studies. 

The true friend of labor would seek 
to qualify the workers to take a 
larger and larger share in the ad- 
ministration of the Government and 
in the running of industries, thus pav- 
ing the way for industrial democracy. 

But we hear none of these things. 

What has become of our reforest- 
ation projects? Have all our arid 
lands been irrigated? What measures 
have been taken to prevent disas*rous 
floods that have been devastating 
tens of thousands of square miles 
of fertile land? Have our physical 
resources been exhausted? Have our 
mental resources been exhausted? 
What about the development of the 
natural resources, about which the 
platforms of all political parties 
speak so eloquently? 

* * * * 
FIGHTS NARROWNESS. 

I PROTEST most solemnly against 
that narrowness of mind, against that 
lack of vision, against that absence 
of sympathy for our fellow men 
which refuses to a fellow human 
being a refuge and a resting place. 

The captain of a ship who would 
refuse to take on board a drowning 
person would be shunned as inhuman 
unless he cculd plead in justification 
that the addition of a passenger 
would result in the sinking of the 
ship with all on board. Not unless all 
opportunities are exhausted, not un- 
less there is no room left to shelter 
one more, will the American people 
be justified before their own conscien- 
ce and before history in adopting the 
philosophy of Cain, "Am I my broth- 
er's keeper?" 

Adopt the literacy test, refuse ad- 
mission to the man without a 
knowledge of the alphabet but with 
hands willing to work and with a 
soul free from the contamination of 
commercialism. Paralyze industry, 
check progress, reverse the policy 
which has given to America life and 
sustenance, surround the country with 
a Chinese wall of exclusion, smother 
all humane instincts, punish the un- 
fortunate man for being illiterate by 
depriving him of an opportunity to 
earn his bread. But remember that no 
free people can long remain unjust. 
The day of retaliation will come. The 



program issued for the use of all 
leagues. 

Every imerrfber of the League and 
every older socialist who sympathizes 
with it should consider it his duty to 
contribute something to the program 
and the paper, and to order a good 
big bundle for distribution or sale on 
"Young Socialist's Day." Address 
all contributions to the "Young So- 
cialist Day Committee", Room 403, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. Ad- 
dress all adders to The American So- 
cialist, Y. S. D. Edition... 

Get busy and do it now! 

The San Francisco, Cal., League is making 
extensive use of its new headquarters at 1256 
Market :3t. They are holdini? bite doings every 
Wednesday. Lectures on many different topics 
by such well known lecturers as Elsa Unter- 
man and Hrof. Leo Wax; debates within the 
league and with outside organizations, public 
speaking contests, and many other items of 
interest are held. 

Hartford. Conn., is also goinor heavily into 
educational work. Debates on ''Socialism md 
Democracy". "The Ethics of 'Getting' Villa", 
and other subjects. Neither is sociability 
neglected as their recent "Barn Dance" and 
hikes will attest. 

Detroit, Mich, has had some lectures on 
"Physics" illustrated with laboratory experi- 
ments. These and their regular discussions on 
"Current Events" prove very popular. 

"The Gate- Citr • Y.P.S.L." war organized at 



Y.P.S.L. HELPS WIN CHICAGO VICTORY. 

If ever a test of practical political work 
ha-j proved the members of the Y.P.S.L. "true 
blue'' in their devotion to the cause of so- 
cialism, that test, was furnished in the recent 
municipal election in Chicago. The campaign 
entered in the Fifteenth Ward where ffa. 
E. Rodriguez, the Socialist candidate, received 
almost two thousand votes more than his 
combined opposition ; and it was here in par- 
ticular that the work of the Yipsels made 
itself felt. The Northwest Side Y.P.S.L., 
eip-hty members strong and reinforced by » 
number from other sections oi the city, did 
a big share of the work to help win the great 
socialist victory. Hundreds of thousands of 
pieces of literature distributed, thousands of 
envelopes addressed and ptuffed, a -large 
section of the' campaign parade filled, and 
full, strensrtn on the firing line of canvassers 
and workers at the polls on election day — this 
is the record of the Yipsels. There was no 
rest or uleep for any of them until after the 
election had been won. At midnight preceed- 
ing election day a corps of young huskies 
went out nnd decorated the street crossings 
of the ward with 150 monster "Vote for 
Rodriguez" signs, six o'clock in the morning 
found them at work in and around the polling 
places, and from then until the result was 
finally knowi at nine that night there were 
never was a moment's let-up. Altho many old 
folks coulil not fret off from work during 
this day, the young comrades, boys and girls, 
were out in full force. 

The same work was also done in other 
wards, notable in the 27th, where Emil Kuhne 
failed of election by only 2000 votes. The 
spirit her-: was the same as that of the 15th 
and the fact that victory did not crown the 
efforts of the socialists in the fight gives the 
more credit to the fighters, old and young, 
who loyally did their share of the work at" 
hand. 

A few old fashioned folks for whom no 
change or innovation ever portends any good 
still go on witl\ their causeless opposition to 
the work of the. Y.P.S.L. but those who know" 
iff; value in the last Chicago election will 
never again question the need and the desiri 
ability of a Young People's Socialist League 
in every city of this land. 



It makes a better im- 



Sociali*| locals should use good stationery, 
pression. 

We are now offering you a high class lithographed letterhead at a lowe 
price than".'ctfn*"be obtained anywhere. 
This is a cut of the letterhead — 




If you are going to keep down the narrower the policy you pursue the 



supply of labor by keeping out immi 
gration,' why not limit childbirth? 
That would be a way of keeping down 
the population. In 1798 a Presbyterian 
minister by the name of Malthus 
suggested that — and now and then 
the theory crops up—that the. pop- 
ulation is, .too large. 'i. • [ 

I have no faith in the friend of 
labor who encourages every stupid 
demand of the worker, checking at 
the same time every »ieal Aspiration 
of the working class for a greater 
share in life's joys. 

I find it hard to reconcile a vote 
for restriction of immigration in the 
name of labor with a vote against 
child-labor legislation.. We have had 
that exhibition here. The Representa- 
tives of many a State voted solidly 
for restriction of immigration and 
against child labor legislation. 

Nor have I much respect for the 
labor leader who permits himself to 
be a tail to the kite of the politician. 
The union card should not be used 
for political trade. Had there been 
genuine friendship for labor there* 
would be an irresistible demand that 
the 2,000,000 children be taken out 
of .the factories and quarries and 
mines by legislation which would 
completely eliminate child labor in- 
stead of the present meaningless 
makeshifts of child-labor legislation, 
which by regulating child labor, re- 
tain it; that- the 4,000,000 women 
slaving their lives away in factories 
should be returned to the homes 
where they belong, so that wife and 
child should not compete with hus- 
band and father. Had there been a 
real interest in labor's cause this 
Congress would get busy to provide 
unemployment insurance, health in- 
surance, and old-age pensions. Natur- 
al resources of vast extent still un- 
exploited and held by the Nation 
would under the guidance of the 
Nation have been found to offer 



quicker will you be overthrown. The 
American people will again be as just 
as they are free. (Applause.) 
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Four page leaflet. We have 1Q0,000 left and will 
clean them out at 50c per 1000, which will hardly 
pay more than express or parcel post charges. 
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To reach the nation's youth with the 
message of Socialism and to bring them 
into the organized Socialist movement 
through Young People's Socialist Leagues. 

Address all communications to: 

Socialist Party Young People's Dept., 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



The New Jersey State Intur-cirele Commit- 
tee went on record as requesting all the'. N. J. 
Circles to boost the special May-Day Edition 
of the "Young Socialist's Magazine". The 
magazine will consist of u2 pages instead of 
the customary 16, and every Yipsel thruout 
the country should be sure to get a copy. 
Address Ludwig Lore, 15 Spruce St., New 
York City. 

Rochester, N. Y., like many ether cities has 
the benefit of a couple of colleges within its 
limits. The difference is this, the Yipgels there 
make use ol„the Professors for some splendid 
lectures on scientific subjects. They hold other 
affairs, too, both social and educational, as 
well as a class in parliamentary law. 

Pittsburg "Jewish Y.P.S.L. gave prizes con- 
sisting of good books to tho most popular 
sirls in the league. Votes were bought freely 
and liberally at lc each, and then the lucky 
winner donated her prise to the league 
library. You p-f.t the benfits coming; and going. 

All leagues are \requestcd to set 
aside Sunday, July 2, as National 
Young Socialist's Day. A special edi- 
tion of "The American Socialist" will 
be issued for that date and each and 
every league should order a big 
bundle. Price 50c per 100 copies, 75c 
mailed to 100 names. This will be a 
real Young People's Edition, there 
will be articles on the Young People's 
Movement by some of our leading 
writers, and articles, stories and 
poems by our young authors of the 
Y.P.S.L.. There will also be a special 



Cornelius Lehane 

Of Ireland 

who has successfully completed his "coast to coast and back" tour of the 
United States under auspices of the National Executive Committee, is 
open for speaking dates in the Eastern and Central States. This is a 
splendid opportunity for Socialist locals, labor bodies, fraternal societies, 
etc., desiring to hear the silver tongued orator of the Emerald Me. 
Engagements can be made for PIC-NICS, ENCAMPMENTS, PRESI- 
DENTIAL CAMPAIGN MEETINGS, ETC. 

Apply in care of SOCIALIST PARTY, 803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 



4 . .»..«..•..».•••••«•-••••- •..•-••••"••••..••^•••"•.^.••-•-•-•••■••••••.•••^•••»t •>••••••••'■•• 




Locals desiring the services of either Benson or 
Kirkpatrick during the campaign should apply 
NOW and ask for dates. 

Terms will be adjusted according to the expense 
attached to the date. 
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